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DIRECT COMMUNICATION 


The DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (Deve tor- 
MENT AND INTELLIGENCE) is a centre at which information on 
all subjects of commercial] interest is collected and classified 
im a form convenient for refe:ence, and at which, so far as 
the interests of British trade permit, replies are given to 
enquiries by traders on commercial matters. As far as is 
possible, the Department supplies, on personal or written 
application, infori .tion with regard to the following 
subjects: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, 
and other openings for British Trade; Lists of manufac- 
turers at home and hists of firms abroad engaged in par- 
ticular lines of business in different localities; Foreign and 
Colonial Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commercial 
Statistics; Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations cen- 
cerning Commercial Travellers, Sources of Supply, Prices, 
otc., of Trade Products; Shipping and Transport, etc. 

Samples of foreign competitive goods and commercial 
products which are received from abroad from time to time 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. 

Samples of goods of German and Austrian manufacture 
which were sold in British markets abroad and in certain 
foretzn markets are on exhibition in the Sample Rooins of 
the Department. 

The BRITISH INDUSTRiES FAIR, 1919, will be held 
in the Pennington Street premises of the London Docks, 








OPENINGS 


FOR TRADE AND 
COUNTRIES 


TELEPHONES 


{ London Wall, 4713 and 4717. 
( 


(Private Branch Exchange.) 








WiTii TRADERS. 


which have again been placed at the disposal of the Board 
of Trade by the Port of London Authority. It will be 
open from 24th February to 7th March. The Office dealing 
with I’air matters is at 106, Basinghall Street, Londen, 
E.C. 2. 

In order that British manufacturers may have an opper- 
tunity of tamiliarising themscives with German and Austrian 
methods of advertising, the Beard of Trade have collected 
over 9,500 SPECIMEN CATALOGUES OF GERMAN AND 
AUSTRIAN GRIGLN, and these may be inspected by British 
manufacturers at the Department of Overseas Trads 
(Development and Inielligence), 10, Basinghall Street, 
London, 11.0. 2. 

A new index has been prepared, in which the catalogues 
are classified both as regards articles of manufacture and 
names of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of any 
particular catalogue a simple matter. Copies of this index 
may be obtained by United Kingdom manufacturers ox 
application to the Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 2. 

Ail communications intended for the Department of Over- 
seas Trade (Development and _ Intelligence) should be 
addressed to: Tae Comptreller-Generai, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Deveiopment and Intelligence), 78. 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 


NAMES OF TRADERS IN 
ABROAD. 


Coniiuential Informaticn. 


SPECIAL REGISTER. 

The Special ikegister aiiords early intormation to manu- 
facturers and traders of new trade openings abroad helvure 
they become public property. lt is also a vehicie for 
circulating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
trades. The information, which is private and confidential, 
is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in foreign 
countries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as 
quickly as possible after its receipt. 

The Register is open to any approved British firm on the 
payment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 
the annual subscription to the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’). 
itis not open to non-British traders. 


Information is supplied solely for the purpose of extending 
trade in British-made goods. 

Those British firms who desire their names to be included 
in the Special Register should communicate with The 
Comptroller General, Department of Overseas Trade 
‘Development and Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 2. 


oe ee —_————— ret 


FORM Kk. 

li.Mf. Consular Oificers have received instructions to 
furnish the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Iatelligence) with commercial information respecting al! 
firms in their respective Consular Districts who can ke 
recommended as possible importers of goods of British manu- 
facture. This information, which includes the commercial 


and financial status of the firms concerned, their locai and 
uuropean reierences, goods perucuiariy icquired, terlus of 
tracing and language in which correspondence shouid be 
carried on, is furuished to the Depariment on a prescribed 
iorin, which is known as Form i. 

In order to obtain the fuilest possible advantages frou 
the ‘‘Form K”’ system of information, a wide circulation is 
ESSENTIAL. 

A system of co-operation between the Department of 
Overseas Tiade (Development and Intelligence) and British 
traders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is being 
attained as follows : — 

l. The Department collects and edits the information. 
2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 
That is, the Department issues the information to— 
(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
(b) The Federation of British Industries. 

The bodies comprised in tliese organisations have their 
varicus component trades classified as shown in ‘‘Form K,” 
and lists of traders are therefore only circulated to those 
firms which come under that classification, thus avoidiag 
circulating to trades which are not interested. 

The system is safeguarded by agreements with the 
distributing organisations against the issue of the informa- 
tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish t ive th 

y o receive the 
information have to be approved by the Department. At 
present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other firms 
who wish to participate should apply through their Chamber 
of Commerce or the Federation of British Industries (39, 
St. James’s Street. London, S.W. 1), or through bodies 
affiliated to the latter 
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The Board of Trade. 


EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 
FURTHER RELAXATIONS. 


We publish to-day a further list of relaxations in 
export prohibitions; which are announced by the board 
of Trade to take effect at once. Previous lists were 
published in the ** Journal ** of 4th, 21st and 28th 
November, and Sth, 12th, 19th and 26th December, 
1918, and 2nd and 9th January of this year. 


THE DYE INDUSTRY. 
TRADE AND LICENSING COMMITTEE. 


In accordance with the provisions made in the White 
Paper (No. Cd. 9194)—* Board of Trade Journal, § 21st 
November, 1918—setting forth the details of the scheme 
for affording State assistance to the Dye Industry, the 
Board of Trade have appointed the following gentlemen 
as members of the Trade and Licensing Committee to 
be established under the scheme, viz. :— 

Lord Colwyn, Chairman. 

Mr. Henry Allen, Mr. Milton S. Sharp and Mr. 
Lennox B. Lee, Nominated by the Colour Users’ 
Committee. 

Mr. T. Taylor, nominated by the National Federa- 
tion of Associations of Paint, Colour and Varnish 
Manutacturers. 














Mr. J. Turner and Dr. H. Levinstein, nominated 
jointly by British Dyes, Ltd., ‘and Levinstein, 
Ltd. 

Mr. W. J. Woolcock, M.P., O.B.E., nominated 
by the Association of British Chemical Manu- 
tacturers. 

Mr. W. H. Dawson, nominated by the President of 


the Board of Trade. 


The tunctions of the Committee will be to determine 
the colours and intermediates which shall be licensed 
for import into the United Kingdom after the con- 
clusion of peace and in what quantities, and to advise 
the Commissioner for Dyes as to the colours and inter- 
mediates the manufacture of which should be specially 
encouraged and the order of their importance. 

For the purpose of the licensing ot imports the Com- 
mittee will appoint from among their own number four 
members as a Licensing Sub-Committee, two of whom 
shall be selected from the representatives of the dye 
users and two from the representatives of the dve manu- 
facturers, the Chairman of the Committee being also 
the Chairman of the Licensing Sub-Committee. 

The Commissioner for Dves, Sir Evan Jones, Bart., 
M.P., will be an ex-officio member, but without a vote, 
of the Trade and Licensing Committee. 

The Secretary of the Committee and of the Licensing 
Sub-Committee will be Mr. W. Graham, of the Board 
of Trade, to whom any communications should be ad- 
dressed at 7, Whitehall Gardens, London, S.W.1. 





NON-FERROUS METAL INDUSTRY ACT, 1918. 

The Board of Trade draw the attention of all com- 
pamies, firms and individuals dealing in non-ferrous 
metals to Section 10 (2) of the Non-Ferrous Metal 
Industry Act, 1918, which provides that the Act shall 
continue in force for a period of five years after the 
termination of the war. 

The provisions of the Act are in no way affected 
by the relaxation of the control over certain non-ferrous 
metals exercised by the Ministry of Munitions during 
the war; and it is still necessary for companies, firms 
and individuals doing business of a kind to which the 
Act applies to be licensed by the Board of Trade. 





TWENTY-SIXTH LIST OF LICENCES. 

In our ** Government Notices ’* Section we give to- 
day the twenty-sixth list of firms, ete., licensed under 
this Act. Previous lists appeared in our issues of 30th 
May, 13th and 30th June, 4th, 11th, 18th and 25th 
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July, 8th, 15th, 
26th September, 


22nd and 29th August, 5th, 
drd 10th and 17th “October, 


19th and 
7th, 14th, 


2ist and 28th November, 12th and 19th December, 
and 2nd and 9th January. 





PAPER CONTROL. 
The Controller of Paper announces that the prohibi- 
tion of the importation of Esparto Grass will be removed 
is from Ist March next. 





DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 





EUROPEAN MERCHANTS AND NATIVE 
TRADERS IN GOLD COAST COLONY. 

A list of European merchants and native traders in 
Gold Coast Colony has been supplied to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade by the Comptroller of Customs 
at Accra. Copies of this list, which also includes the 
special lines of business taken up by each firm or indi- 
vidual, may be obtained, on application, from the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and In- 
telligence), 73, Basinghall Street, E.C.2. 





EXPORT OF HEMP AND TOW FROM ITALY 
TO UNITED KINGDOM AND COLONIES. 
The Italian Royal Ministry of Finance has now 
authorised the Customs to allow the export to England 
and the Colonies of hemp and tow, both raw and 
dressed. Exporters in Italy may, therefore, effect the 
exportation to England of hemp ‘and tow by applying 


=) 





direct to the Jocal Customs, and without further 
formality. 
COLOUR CARDS OF UNITED STATES TENTILE 


ASSOCIATION. 
A sample Colour Card issued for the Spring Season 
to Canadian buyers by the United States Textile 
‘ation may be seen at the Enquiry Room of the 
Denastnatl of Overseas Trade. The card carries, as 
usual, forty-four colours, of which thirty-four are 
novelty shades. Blues predominate—tour classes of 


Asso- 





three shades each covering a varied range. 
THRE URAL MINING INDUSTRY. 


The British Consul at Ekaterinburg or: hilt at 
the end of December reports that conditions in “he 
I ral “eae industry are as follows :— 


‘The mining machinery and plant ave surprisingly 
little damaged as nationalisation has saved the works 
from pillage. The Bolsheviks, however, on evacuation 


took away all metals, dynamite, instruments ond 
lubricants, thus rendering immediate resumption of 
work impossible in many cases. 

* Copper snelting cannot recommence ow Ing to 
plete laek of coke and charcoal and unt ili improve ment 
is made in Joeal transport which at present is dis- 
organised. 

‘* Many large ironworks are idle for the same reasons 
and owing to the inability to obtain transport to haul 


Ores, 


Olli- 


‘There are no data available as regards output of 
coal, salt, gold or pyrites, and there is practica i]s No 
mining clone. 

Asbestos mining is quiet, but stocks cof mined ore 
are available. 

‘Platinum dredges are idle, 
washings should increase. 

‘The prices of foodstuffs an 

H.M. Trade Commissioner at Johannesbure (Mr. W. 
G. Wickham) arrived at Cape Town from his visit to 


this country on 10th January. His address for the 


but mineral from hand 


still rising.” 


present is, ¢'o. Trade Commissioner’s Office, Cape 
Town. 














See ae 





we 
pot 
up 
has 
pit 
b\ 
Wal 
ke] 
ups 
One 
etl 
wd 
rou 
try 
tra 
ple 


at 
th 
de 
Wn 
1 
st 
Ml 
iil 


ant, aut —_—iwws 


- 








cals Sails MEME metic: 2. 2 





JANUARY 16, 1919 





Special Articles. 





MESOPOTAMIA. 


Il.—TRANSPORT, IRRIGATION, ETC. 


In our previous article, published on Oth January, 
we gave a sketch of the agricultural resources of Meso- 
potumia and indicated that their development depended 
upon irrigation, labour and transport. Just as Egypt 
has been made by the Nile, Mesopotamia has been 
made in the past, and will be remade in the future, 
by the Tigris and the Euphrates. The view, put for- 
ward with some authority, that the rivers should be 
kept exclusively for irrigation and not be depended 
upon for transport, is challenged on many grounds, 
one of which is that irrigation and navigation can be 
effectively combined, and, indeed, made mutually 
— tageous for many years to come. lTailways and 

oads are of great importance for opening up the coun- 
“ey but they can be developed without neglecting the 
traffic on the rivers; water and land transport are com- 
plementary, not mutually exclusive. 





River NAVIGATION. 

At Kurna, rather more than 100 miles trom the 
Persian Gulf, the Tigris and Kuphrates meet and to- 
vether form the Shatt- el-Arab, on which are three 
ports. One is the Persian port of Mohammerah, at the 
junction of the Karun River with the Shatt-el-Arab ; 
the others are Basra and Nahr Umar (twenty miles 
above Basra on the right bank). Both Basra and 
Nahr Umar have been greatly developed during the 
British occupation. 

The Shatt-el-Arab is navigable by ocean-going 
steamers, the chief impediment being the Fao bar at 
the mouth, on which the maximum depth at low water 
is 1l feet. This means that steamers of greater draught 
have to wait for the tide or tranship part of their cargo 
into lighters. At spring high tides there are 20 feet 
of water over the bar, at neap tides 17 feet. Between 
the Fao bar and Basra, 70 miles from the sea, the 
depth is between 30 and 40 feet, except at the Moham- 
merah bar formed by the inflow of the Karun River. 
The improvements which have been made allow large 
steamers to go up to Basra, and vessels drawing not 
more than 15 feet can reach Kurna, where the Tigris 
and Euphrates join. 

Basra anp Nanrm Umar. 

Before the war Basra was the one seaport of Meso- 
potamia which could be used by large steamers. It 
was the centre of the import trade of Mesopotamia, 
and also of a considerable part of Persia’s trade. There 
was then no wharf accommodation for steamers, which 
had to load and unload in the river by means of lighters 
and native craft. Since the British military occupa- 
tion wharves have been built where steamers can lie 
alongside and discharge at all states of the tide. In 
the river opposite Basra mooring accommodation has 
been provided for twenty-four ocean-going steamers. 
Nahr Umar, on the same (right) bank “of the Shatt-el- 
Arab and twenty miles above Basra, has been turned 
into a port of discharge. Basra and Nahr Umar to- 
vether have a discharging capacity now of about 150,000 
tons a month. The future of Basra and its subsidiary 
Nahr Umar, as the principal seaports both of Mesopo- 
tamia and of Persia, are regarded as assured. 

THe Traeris. 

From Kurna to Baghdad by river is 448 miles; from 
saghdad to Mosul is 275 miles. The winding of the 
Tigris between Kurna and Baghdad has been the chief 
eause of its defects as a navigable river. The scour of 
the river has been checked, and the silt brought down 
by the floods has become deposited in the bed and 
upon the banks, and has raised the banks far above 
the level of the adjacent country. These high banks, 
when the river is low, constitute a great hindrance to 
navigation. In the season of high water the speed of 
the current in straight reaches rises to as much as six 
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miles an hour. Except in one section, the river is 
navigable up to Baghdad at all seasons by vessels draw- 
ing not more than 5d feet, but in this section the channel 
has been so damaged by groynes and irrigation cuttings 
made by the natives that it does not give more than 
3 feet in the low-water season. Above Baghdad the 
Tigris is not commercially navigable up stream. and 
the down -stream traftic is borne on native rafts, which 
are floated down and broken up after use. Before the 
war steam navigation on the Tigris up to Baghdad was 
carried on by Lynch Bros., Ltd., by the Turkish 
Government River Administration, and by the Agra 
Jatter Company. Lynch Bros. ran three steamers, each 
towing two barges. ‘and could sometimes, under favour- 
able conditions of the river, take as much as 400 tons 
ina trip. The Turkish Government had a fleet of 
some seven or eight steamers, and the Agra Jaffer Com- 
pany had three steamers on the Tigris, each towing 
one barge. Native craft, some of the large boats draw- 
ing from 35 to 4) feet of water and with a capacity 
of 100 tons, were also used. They were punted or 
towed up stream and sailed or rowed down. In 1913 
the Turkish Government granted a concession to Lord 
Incheape, chairman of the P, and O. Company, for 
navigation on the Tigris and Euphrates. 
THE EUpurates. 

Except for small native eraft, the Kuphrates is at 
present of little value for commercial navigation; it is 
doubtful if at any time it was navigated to any con- 
siderable extent. In both the Tigris and Euphrates, 
and especially the Euphrates, the levels of the river 
beds have been raised by silt until they are above the 
surrounding country. ‘This has gone so far in the ease 
of the Euphrates that the main river has ceased, except 
at high flood, to flow past the site of Babylon, wind now 
OES ‘down the Hindia branch. 

If works were put in hand with the object of keeping 
the rivers within bounds—except during the few weeks 
of high flood—the channels of both rivers would be 
again scoured by the current as they were in the remote 
past. It is possible that steamer navigation on the 
Tigris up to Samarra (90 miles above Baghdad), and 
on the Euphrates up to Hit, would then be commer- 
cially feasible. The necessary works on the Tigris to 
secure this end would not be very expensive or difficult 
to carry out. It will be many years before the demands 
upon the river water for ifrigation can be so great as 
to force the claims of navigation to give way. In the 
meanwhile river transport can be greatly improved. 

RAILWAYS. 

The effect of future railway competition upon river- 
borne traffic, and the extent to which railways may 
some day supersede other kinds of transport in Meso- 
potamia, are not very fruitful subjects for discussion. 
For a long time to come a well-managed river service 
will be essential to Mesopotamia’s development, and 
even when the Baghdad Railway has been completed 
and earried to Basra, a river service will have its own 
sphere in Mesopotamia as it has in India and Egypt. 

The Baghdad Railway —as distinct from the 
Anatolian and Syrian Railways with which it was 
designed to connect up—had not proceeded very 
far in Mesopotamia when war broke out. The 
main line, as designed, from Jerablus, on the 
Euphrates, to Baghdad was to be about 575 miles long, 
and the length of the extension to Basra was to be 
another 400 miles. Branch lines to the Persian Gulf 
and to the Persian frontier were parts of the German 
scheme. One section of 90 miles from Baghdad to 
Samarra had been completed, and construction had 
begun on the sections Samarra to Tekrit and Baghdad 
to Hilla. Since war broke out about half the section 
from Jerablus to Mosul has been completed. The gauge 
is the normal European 4 ft. 83 in. 

Several light railways of 1-metre gauge (about 39 in.) 
have been built during the British military occupation, 
and others were under’ construction when the war 
ended. 
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The whole subject of railways in Mesopotamia is so 
closely bound up with the political future of the coun- 
try that it cannot be discussed here. 

NioaDs. 


Tracks are very numerous in Mesopotamia, but 
metalled roads suitable for wheeled traffic at all seasons 
can scarcely be said to exist. Even upon the main 
trade routes radiating from Baghdad and Mosul much 
pack transport is still carried on, and they are metalled 
only in small sections. In Lower Mesopotamia the 
roads and tracks become flooded in the high-water 
season. Away from the rivers the main difficulties are 
due to lack of water. Between Baghdad and Mosul 
along the line of the hills there is a road which is 
generally suitable for wheeled traffic, and has been used 
throughout its length by a motor-car. The route be- 
tween these places, which followed the right bank of 
the Tigris, has been improved by the Germans, and 
is now stated to be fit for wheeled traffie. toads 
such as that from Baghdad to Khanikin en route for 
Persia can be used by wheeled vehicles in dry weather. 
There is a very large pilgrim traffic on this road. 
Caravan routes of great antiquity run from Aleppo to 
Baghdad and from Damascus to Baghdad. The chief 
northern road is from Mosul to Diarbekr, at which 
point it joins good roads leading north to Erzerum and 
south-west to Aleppo and Alexandretta. 

IRRIGATION. 

In any consideration of Mesopotamia’s future, from 
whatever point of view it may be regarded, one always 
comes back to irrigation. Lower Mesopotamia in the 
days of Herodotus was a forest of perennial verdure 
from the foothills in the north to the Persian Gulf in 
the south. It was a country of great cities thronged 
by a thriving population. Artificial irrigation had made 
the country what it was, and when irrigation fell into 
neglect the land reverted to deserts and swamps. Even 
now, after centuries of Turkish blight, a satisfactory 
system of irrigation could bring into cultivation areas 
far in excess of the requirements and capacity of the 
present population. Sir William Willcocks estimated 
that if the available water supply were properly utilised 
it would permit of the irrigation of seven million acres 
of winter crops, and of from one to three million acres 
of summer crops, according to their water require- 
ments. Germany’s maén purpose in building the 
Baghdad Railway and in penetrating Lower Mesopo- 
tamia was to turn the country into a huge cotton field. 
For cotton growing Mesopotamia is stated to have great 
climatic advantages, and a Mesopotamia under cotton 
and directly connected with Germany by railway might 
have made the German Empire independent of oversea 
supplies. Whatever the purpose,.Germany before the 
war was bent upon exploiting Mesopotamia and of 
securing not only the railway communications but also 
a dominating interest in the sea-carrying trade through 
Basra. 

Even if one leaves out of account the possible culti- 
vation of a new product like cotton, there are many 
old products of the country which would benefit greatly 
by scientific irrigation. Mesopotamia is already, in 
her present state of decay, a large exporter of dried 
fruits and a considerable exporter of barley and wool. 
In wool especially there are almost unlimited possi- 
bilities. Sheep-farming is the traditional occupation 
of the Arab, and is to-day the principle source of 
livelihood for the nomad and semi-nomadic tribes. The 
chief obstacle to expansion is the lack of pasturage 
in summer, and irrigation which secured pasturage at 
all seasons would lead rapidly to increased flocks. This 
is an expansion in direct accord with the habits of the 
people. Mesopotamian wool and sheep-skins are 
already favourably known in European markets. 


GERMAN PENETRATION. 


For more than a hundred years Great Britain had a 
practical monopoly of the sea-borne trade of Mesopo- 
tamia. Thirty years ago Germany began to take an 
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interest in the country, but it was not until 1903 that 
the Baghdad Nailway Concession took definite form. 
Later still—in 1906, eight years only before the war 
began—she made a bid with extraordinary success for 
the sea-carrying trade. At that time 90 per cent. of 
the vessels trading with Basra flew the British flag, 
and the majority of the non-British steamers were 
French. In April, 1906, the Hamburg-Amerika Co. 
announced its intention of running a service between 
Europe and the Persian Gulf; in August the first 
steamer of that line made its appearance, and an agency 
was established at Bushire. German trade with Basra 
was then worth about £145,000 annually, as against 
three millions sterling of British and Indian trade. 

At once the Germans began to cut the British rates, 
which under the conditions of a practical monopoly 
may have been temptingly vulnerable. First they 
secured the shipment of Belgian sugar from Antwerp, 
and then attacked the trade in Manchester goods by 
making Manchester a port of call. This is the most 
important branch of British trade in Mesopotamia. In 
the first year’s working the Germans made a loss, but 
they had succeeded in forcing three British lines to 
reduce their rates on cotton goods from 30s. to 20s. 
per 40 cubic feet. The German line went on cutting, 
and by the end of 1907-8 the homeward cargo in 
German steamers had doubled, and the Germans had 
secured practically the whole of the outward European 
freights to Mesopotamia. After three years of com- 
petition it was plain that the Hamburg-Amerika Com- 
pany was prepared to face a loss for a long time pro- 
vided that it could establish a vested interest in the 
trade of the Gulf. By the end of 1913 the British 
shipping interests were so seriously threatened that 
early the next year, shortly before the outbreak of war, 
they came to an agreement with the Hamburg-Amerika 
Company on terms which amounted almost to German 
dictation. The shipping war had lasted for seven years, 
and at the end, with the initial advantages all on their 
side, the british lines had been beaten. It was a 
remarkable victory for the Germans and needs some 
explanation. 

GERMAN METHoDs. 

The conventional explanation that the German line 
was subsidised by the State is not sufficient, for British 
ships have frequently maintained their trade against 
subsidised competitors of other nations. The British 
Were in possession, they had large Manchester freight 
contracts, the mail contract, a highly profitable pilgrim 
traffic and the Marseilles sugar-carrying trade. The 
Germans had to build up their trade from the beginning, 
and yet built it so successfully that they became the 
dictators of peace. The explanation lies less in direct 
subsidies than in the indirect subsidies known as the 
‘‘ through-rate system.” Whatever the nominal ship- 
ping rate might be, the Germans under this system 
could always cut it in practice and drive their rivals 
out of business. It was the outcome of the organisa- 
tion of land and sea transit under which a through rate 
was quoted for the whole journey from factory to dis- 
charging port. A cut could be made on the through 
rate and charged against the railway part of the journey. 
A loss could be apportioned between the German State 
Railways and the German Shipping Company and set 
against profits made on other of their services. Thus 
while British lines were working to a fixed freight rate 
the German freight rate was flexible and could be ad- 
justed from time to time to meet the requirements of 
competition. An agreement for freight rates between 
British and German lines, under this system, always 
left the Germans with means to cut rates while osten- 
sibly keeping to them. In Mesopotamia, as elsewhere, 
the Germans did gain trade legitimately by studying 
the needs of their customers more closely than the 
British had done; at the same time, they did not 
scruple to employ illegitimate methods such as the 
shameless imitation of British goods and marks, 
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EFFECT ON Britisu TRADE. 


It was not only British shipping interests which were 


seriously damaged by the German onslaught. Our 
export trade to Mesopotamia Was threatened. Until 


Germany appeared in the trade of the Persian Gulf 
the trade in cotton goods was entirely in the hands of 
Great Britain and India, and though Laneashire re- 
mained predominant, the competition of cheap German 
cloths was beginning to be felt. Austrian and Belgian 
sugars had captured the bulk of the trade from Trance 
and Great Britain and had transferred the carriage from 
British to German bottoms. In iron and steel, a small 
branch of trade, British goods were ousted by Belgium, 
Germany and Sweden. In 1913 Italy supplanted the 
United Kingdom as the principal supplier of woollen 
goods and the German half-mixed woollen cloth had 
become popular with the poorer classes. In agricul- 
tural and other machinery Great Britain more than 
held its own against all competitors. 

But although the supremacy of Great Britain was 
challenged, especially in the largest branch of its trade 
(cotton goods), India remained pre-eminent in its own 
specialities. Gunnies, made of jute, all came from 
India, and so did rice, whenever the Mesopotamian 
erop was deficient, and spices. 

between 1906 and 1914 Germany made great strides 
both in the export and import trade of Mesopotamia. 
Her purchases doubled, and her sales were multiplied 
fully five times. ‘The official figures of imports inte 
Basra of German origin for 1912 and 1913 included 
material for the Baghdad Railway which has been 
excluded from the above estimate, The German trade 
increases were chiefly in sugar, iron and steel, glass- 
ware and imitations of Manchester goods. Belgian 
trade in sugar and iron and steel increased largely and 
was carried in German steamers. French trade with 
Mesopotarnia fell off mainly because Trench sugar was 
replaced by Belgian. At present the bulk of the trade 
done with Mesopotamia is naturally British and Indian, 
though Japan has come into the field with marked 
success and has increased its exports in every direction 
during the war period, 


MINERALS. 


Little can be said about minerals in Mesopotamia, 
for little is known. The prospects of petroleum boring 
have attracted some attention. Petroleum was formerly 
imported almost wholly from Llussia, but in 1906 
Austrian and American low-grade oils obtained a footing 
and advanced in favour. Oil engines and oil lamps 
came more and more into use and consumption in- 
creased. Just before the war the development of the 
Anglo-Persian Company’s Oil Fields naturally altered 
the situation, and Anglo-Persian oil promised to mono- 
polise the local market unless petroleum was discovered 
in considerable quantities in Mesopotamia itself. A 
belt between Kirkuk and the Persian Gulf is certainly 
oil-bearing in parts, though production has not been 
attempted upon any scale. <A large pertion of this 
belt lies over the frontier in Persia. There are other 
belts on the Middle Tigris and on the Euphrates south 
of Hit, but the economic prospects in both cases are 
quite uncertain. Coal, lead and iron deposits exist in 
Northern Mesopotamia, and in the remoie past gold 
was recovered in the Bohtar Valley. 


MANUFACTURES. 


The manulactures of Mesopotamia are few and primi- 
tive. Steam machinery was used in the military cloth 
factory at Baghdad, but the other industries may pro- 
perly be classed as handicrafts. Milling, tanning, 
boat-building and brickmaking are carried on for native 
consumption, and there are a few luxury trades, such 
as silk weaving, metal working and the distilling of the 
spirit called araq. The silk factories of Baghdad are 
famous for the beauty of their colour and workmanship, 
and the cultivation of the silkworm was at one time a 
flourishing industry. Tanning is a solid industry, though 
the methods are primitive, and bricks are made all 
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over Mesopotamia. They are either used unburnt or 
burned in rough wooden kilns. When the Hindia 
Barrage was construeted the native method of making 
bricks was found to be the best and cheapest. This 
is not wholly surprising when one reflects upon the 
pre-eminence in the past of the ancient brickmakers 
of Assyria and Babylon. Distilling of araq from dates 
is done on a small scale on the Tigris near Baghdad. 
The brief survey which has been made in this and 
the previous article indicates that the dead hand of 
the Turk has pressed heavily upon Mesopotamia and 
its people. In the past it was a great country; in the 
future it may again become a great country. But in 
the present it is moribund. Yet the rich soil remains, 
and life still stirs among the people. A wonderful 
recovery is within possibility, and Great Britain has 
solved more difficult problems in the Empire than are 
presented by the restoration of Mesopotamia. 


—_- — ee 


THE WOOL COUNCIL. 


THIRD MEBTING OF THE STANDING 
COMMITTEE. 
At a recent meeting of the General Purposes Com- 
mittee of the Wool Council the following subjects were 
dealt with :— 





SouTH AMERICAN Woon. 


It was stated that up to the present it had not been tound 
possible to cancel the Army Council Order of 9th May, 1917, 
in respect of South American merinos and crossbreds, owing 
to the opposition of the Treasury who desire to discourage 
such importations on account of the exchange position in 
Buenos Aires and Montevideo. 

SoutH AFRICAN Woot. 

The Chairman stated that the final reply from South 
Africa had not been received, but it was very evident that 
the Government’s offer to buy individual clips of wool on the 
Australasian terms had not been accepted by the farmers to 
a quantity anywhere approaching the minimum of 150,000 
bales which the Government had laid down. Government 
purchase would therefore not take effect and the Depart- 
ment proposed to liberate South African Wool from all im- 
port restrictions. 

Britisn Woon. 

No decision had been arrived at in regard to the purchase 
of British Wool in 1919, and bodies of farmers from different 
parts of the country continued to pass resolutions contrary 
to the views expressed by the Central Agricultural Advisory 
Committee, which was accepted by the Government as the 
proper representative of the whole farming community. 
The Chairman thought that while 80 per cent. over 1914 
prices was far from being outside market possibilities it was 
not a sate basis for Government purchase, and vet over 80 
per cent. was apparently not acceptable to all farmers, 
especially those in Scotland. Under these circumstances he 
hoped that the idea of Government purchase would be 
abandoned, and he saw no reason why the farmers should 
not do as well or better by marketing their produce on 
ordinary lines. 

SHIPMENTS OF Woot. 

The Chairman indicated that arrivals in January and 
February were likely to be at least 50,000 tons, and it now 
seemed probable that the lowest point in wool supplies had 
been touched in December. January loadings were expected 
to be about 40,000 tons, and the War Office was pressing very 
hard to have a stream of shipments on about that scale con- 
tinued for six months. This would provide amply for British 
consumption, and would leave a substantial surplus over for 
the requirements of France and Belgium. It would reduce 
stocks in Australia and New Zealand to moderate 
proportions. 

Future oF Woon PRIcEs. 


The Chairman indicated that he had given full considera- 
tion to the majority and minority reports of the two sections 
of the Wool Council regarding the various questions dis- 
eussed at the meeting of 19th December, which involved in- 
directly the whole question of wool control, He was 
inclined to agree to some extent with the views of the labour 
delegates as to the inadvisability of delivering the wool 
market over to unrestricted competition before the war was 
ended, and whilst so many abnormal conditions exist at every 
point. On the other hand he was entirely at one with the 
manufacturing and commercial sections of the Council as to 
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the disadvantage of continuing the present system of con- 
trol any longer than could be avoided. He did not believe 
it was possible for any Government Department to distribute 
wool against ration certificates without some wasteful and 
uneconomic results. The system of sale by auction was un- 
doubtedly the best means of getting each grade ot wool into 
the hands of the man whw could make the best use of it. We 
had also to consider the best means of attracting to this 
country and marketing South African wool, South American 
Wool, and any other desirable supplies which could not be 
brought within the Government purchase scheme. The plan 
of action which he individually favoured and intended to 
propose to the Government was as follows :— ; | 

All orders restricting the importation or the free sale ot 
wool to be cancelled as rapidly as possible, but the restrictions 
on export to be maintained in milder form than at present 
and with due consideration to the interests of British 
farmers. Under this system all wool except Australian and 
New Zealand will be freely sold in the British markets at 
prices fixed by competition. The Australian and New 
Zealand Wool will be brought as rapidly as possible to Eng- 
land until at least a sufficient reserve has been built up to 
meet several months’ requirements of France, Belgium, and 
Italy as well as the United Kingdom. As early as possible, 
probably in April, auction sales of Australian and New 
Zealand Wool will take place in London at the rate of about 
100,000 bales per month, or in any larger quantity which 
may be called for by market requirements. A reserve price 
would be fixed upon the wool, but not very much lower than 
the present issue prices. For some time at least Govern- 
ment wool and tops would continue to be issued in Bradford 
at the vresent schedule of issue prices which would not be 
altered until the course of the auctions showed a clear reason 
tor so doing either as regards the general basis of values cr 
as regards the relative values of particular qualities. He 
asked the Committee to consider these proposals very care- 
fully between now and the Council meeting of 23rd January, 
on which occasion he hoped to have the opportunity of ex- 
pounding as fully as might be found necessary the principles 
upon which they were based and the results which were 
expected to follow. It would be necessary for the Committee 
and the Council to bear in mind that the Government in 
dealing with the Australian and New Zealand wool were 
acting to a large extent as trustees for the producers, and 
that both Dominions had very clearly expressed a strong 
desire that every effort should be made to stabilise wool 
prices, as they considered violent ups and downs to be most 
prejudicial to their permanent interests. The issue prices’ 
maintained throughout 1918 had been very considerably 
lower than the value of wool in any market outside the 
British Empire. The inflated wool prices in America had 
already gone down, and would probably fall considerably 
further, but in the Chairman’s opinion there was absolutely 
no reason whatever for a general collapse in wool values, 
which, if it took place, would only be followed by a rapid rise 
later on. The French Ministry of Commerce also had put 
in a very strong plea for the stabilisation of wool prices, and 
the general trend of opinion at the Peace Conference was 
likely to be altogether contrary to distribution of the 
essential raw materials by a scramble between the various 
nations. Throughout the years of the war this country had 
heen a stabilising influence in the wool market, and the 
Chairman thought it would be greatly to our advantage as 
well as to that of our Allies to maintain that policy. The 
statistical position, he thought, was favourable. 


RATIONING. 


In response to an inquiry from the Chairman, Mr. 
Shackleton, Chairman of the Joint Rationing Committee, 
stated that if the programme outlined by the Chairman were 
carried into effect, especially as regards the quantity of wool 
imported, in his opinion it would be possible after 31st 
March to relax rationing, and after 3lst May to abolish it 
altogether. The Committee, as a whole, concurred in this 
view. 





EGYPTIAN STATE RAILWAYS. 


SUPPLY OF STEEL SLEEPERS. 

Enquiry is being made by the Administration of 
the Egyptian State Railways from British firms for 
prices and delivery for the supply of 500,000, say 
30,000 tons, Pressed Steel Sleepers and Fastenings— 
4 ft. 84 in. gauge track. 

Plans and specifications can be obtained on applica- 
tion to Sir A. L. Webb, K.C.M.G., Queen Anne’s 
Chambers, Broadway, Westminster, S.W.1, by whom 
proposals will be received up to midday, 24th Janusry. 
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Firms should state any special condition they wish 
to put forward. 

Results of this enquiry will be considered by the 
Administration, but it does not follow that any order 
will necessarily be placed. 





SPECIFICATIONS. 
Kor STEEL SLEEPERS, WITH BOLTS AND CLIPS COMPLETE. 
4¢T. 831N. GAUGE RatLway. 

1. The steel of which the sleepers are made to be capable 
of standing a tensile strain of 23°6 to 28 toms per square 
inch, or, say, 37 to 44 kilog. per square millimetre, with an 
elongation of 2U per cent. on 8in., and strips to be bent 
double cold without showing signs of flaw or crack. 

2. The analysis of the steel to show not more than U 12 
per cent. carbon and 0-06 per cent. of silicon, suiphur, or 
phosphorus. 

3. All to be marked when passing through the rolls with 
manutacturer’s initials, type of rail (47k.) and year, also 
hand-stamped with the nuniber of charge. 

4, They are to be passed whilst red hot trom flat pilates and 
duly corrugated, etc., in one operation, and thereafter 
thoroughly cleaned with wire brushes and dipped hot in a 
boiling solution of 3 parts coal tar and 1 part coal oil. 

5. The bolts and clips shall also be dipped in this solution. 
The rail seats to be perfectly flat for a width ot rail foot, but 
with the standard tilt of 1 in 2U inwards. 

6. Deliveries of sleepers will be accepted within a range 
of 2 per cent. below and 3 per cent. above standard weight. 
Any below the 2 per cent. will be rejected, and above the 
3 per cent. only accepted on special order to standard weight 
with 3 per cent. increase. 

‘. The necessary gauges to be prepared by and at the cost 
of the Contractor, and on rails being supplied by the State 
Railways, such sleepers to be keyed up as may be required 
by the Inspector. 

SPECIFICATION FOR CLIps. 

The clips are to be of the same quality of steel as for the 
bolts. 

The following testis shall be made at the expense of the 
Contractor : — 

Test bars cut cold from the rolled bars of which the clips 
are to be made siiould be tested and have: 

(a) Limit of clasticity 22 to 29 kilos. per square milli- 
metre (culy one test necessary). 

Tensile breaking strain T. 41 to 52 kilos. per square 
millimetre. 

Klongation EK. 22 per cent. to 34 per cent. on a 
length of 2UU0 millimetres. 

The sum ct T+2KE should not be less than Qo. 

(b) A clip should stand bending to an angle of 30 deg. 
and restraightening without showing any signs of 
cracks. 

To be dipped hot in a boil*ng solution of 3 parts 
coal tar and 1 part coal oil. 
SPECIFICATION FOR Botts. 

The material to be Open Hearth Steel of the best quality, 

having :— 

Carbon U-12 per cent.—0-20 per cent. 

Manganese 0-500 per cent.—0-°60 per cent. 

Sulphur \ 

Phosphorus { 
and the following tests are to be made at the expense of the 
Contractor : — 

Pieces of Steel Bar taken at random from those to be 
used for bolts must be tested and have :— 

(a) Limit of elasticity 22 to 29 kilogs. per sq. millimetre 
(one test only). 

Tensile breaking strain (T) 41 to 52 kilogs. per sq. 
millimetre. 

Elongation (KE) 22 per cent. to 34 per cent. on a 
length ot 200 millimetres, 

The sum of T+ 2E should not be less than 96. 

(b) Another piece of the same bar must be bent cold to 
an angle of 90 deg. and restraightened without 
showing any cracks or signs of breaking. 

The bolt itself when finished must be tested. and it 
must have :— 

(c) Tensile breaking strain (T) not more than 58 kilog. 
_per square millimetre. 

Least elongation (EK) 20 per cent. on 50 millimetres, 
but the sum of T+2E should not be less than 100. 

(d) The head of.a bolt must be hammered over cold to 
form an angle of 12 deg. with the shaft cf the bolt 
without breaking off or cracking 

(e) The shaft of the bolt must be bent cold in the 
screwed part to an angle of 45 deg. and re- 
straightened without showing signs of cracks in 
the bottom of the threads. 





0-05 per cent. maximum. 
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(4) The force required to strip the thread on the bolt 
or the nut must be tested, and this should not be 
less than the tensile breaking strain of the bolt 
in its smallest diameter. 

©) The iron for the nuts must be tested and have :— 

Tensile breaking strain, 35 kilogrammes per square 
millimetre at least. 

Elongation 10 per cent. to 18 per cent. on a length 
of 200 inillimetres. 

1) In order to verify the dimensions of these bolts a 
template drilled with two holes having diameters 
differing only by a millimetre must be used. Any 
bolts that will not enter up to the heads into the 
large hole and will enter into the smaller hole up 
to the head, will be rejected. 

Templates must also be made for testing the sizes 

of the heads and nuts which should be unitorm in 
size. 

(i) Five per cent. of the nuts must be screwed and un- 

screwed throughout the whole length of the bolt. 
To be dipped hot in a boiling solution of three parts 
eoal tar and one part coal oil. 


Notes on. Trade. 


While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
«uni explanatory article or notes relating to Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, ete., published in the “Journal,’’ 7t must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
legal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 
selie Se} 

_RELEASE OF BRITISH TONNAGE. 

The Shipping Controller desires to intimate — that 
British ships as they complete their voyages on and 
after Ist March at ports of redelivery in the United 
Kingdom, or in exceptional cases at ports abroad, will 
be released trom requisition, except in so far as they 
are vequired for Government purposes or are ships to 
which special conditions apply, and shipowners im 
general are now free to make arrangements lor the 
emplovment of their ships from the time indicated 
subject to employment and charters being approved 
by the Controller and the hecessary licences for pro- 
posed voyages being obtained. | ne 

With a view to safeguarding the essential imports 
and exports of the United Kingdom and of the Allies 
it will be necessary for some time to come to maintain 
a svstem ot direction as to emplovment and il limita- 
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tion of ireioht rates for the Culrblace of such essential! 


cominodities. 

All owners will have full liberty to neogtiate em- 
ployment through their own agents or brokers. 

The Shipping Controller is hopeful that all essen- 
tial serviees will be adequately provided for under the 
above arrangement, but it is, of course, to be under- 
stool that the power of requisition is held in reserve 
for use at any time should the necessity arise. 

This notice does not apply to ships wholly engaged 
on Naval or Military services. 





PUBLICITY NEEDS OF UNITED KINGDOM 

| MANUFACTURES. 

The Imperial Trade Correspondent at St. John, N.B., 
states that in secking to develop a market in Canada, 
the British manufacturer should take into considera- 
tion the vastness of the territory he has to deal with, 
and, as yet, its very small population which is scat- 
tered all over that territory from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific. The methods employed in developing the 
market in England cannot be successfully employed 
to develop the market in Canada. While the prin- 
ciple is the same—that of educating the buyer so that 
he will demand certain goods—the process of education 
is vastly different. In England this, knowledge 
is largely hereditary, while in Canada it must be 
acquired. In order to create a desire for his goods 
the British manufacturer must tell the Canadians all 
about them. The more attractively he tells his story 
and the oftener he tells it, the greater will be the 
Canadian demand. 
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AN INTER-ALLIED COUNCIL FOR RELIEF. 

The Associated Governments have decided to esta- 
blish a Supreme Council consisting of two representa- 
tives of France, Italy, the United States and Great 
Britnin to deal with the questions of food, finance and 
shipping resources in relation to the revictualling and 
supply of liberated and enemy territory, and to co- 
ordinate such supplies with supplies for Allied and 
neutral countries. 

At the request of the War Cabinet, Lord Reading 
and Sir John Deale will for the time being represent 
His Majesty's Government on this Council, and they 
left London on Friday, 10th January, for Paris to 
attend the first meetings. The American representa- 
tives will be Mr. Hoover and Mr. Norman Davis, and 
the Irench Government have appointed M. Clementel 
and M. Vilgrain; and it is understood that Italian 
representatives are also arriving in Paris. 

Certain emergency measures have already been taken 
in anticipation of the establishment of the Supreme 
Council, and as a result of informal discussion between 
the Associated .Governments to provide relief where 
needs are acute. In this way assistance is being ren- 
dered both to Serbia and Roumania. 

As regards Austro-Germany, an Inter-Allied Com- 
mission has been at work for some time, Sir William 
Beveridge, of the Ministry of Food, being the British 
representative, and has met representatives of Vienna 
and of the Austro-German territories at Berne. The 
Commission has since proceeded to Vienna and Prague. 
The food situation in these territories is serious, and 
is rendered the more serious by transport and financial 
difficulties. Interim arrangements are being made for 
the supply of a certain quantity of foodstuffs, and some 
supplies have already been sent to Vienna. But further 
action will no doubt be required when this Commission 
is able to report to the Supreme Council. 

The Associated Governments are fully alive to the 
importance of the problem of the provision of supplies, 
and there is every reason to hope that the Supreme 
@ouncil will shortly be able to establish a comprehensive 
scheme for dealing with the whole situation. 





LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANIES IN BRITISH 
INDIA. 

According to the Report by the Government Actuary 
on the working of the Indian Life Assurance Companies 
Act for the year 1917, there are 68 companies subject 
to the Indian Life Assurance Companies Act in British 
India. Of these 44 are Indian, 17 British, 4 Colonial, 
2 are constituted in Shanghai and 1 is an American 
Company. ‘The summaries relating to these concerns 
are now published in a convenient form. Particulars 
of each company’s accounts are set forth so as to facili- 
tate comparison not only with the corresponding par- 
ticulars of other companies for the same year, but with 
the returns from the same company in previous years. 
Summaries of all the valuation returns submitted since 
the passing of that Act are also published, together with 
fairly lengthy extracts from the triennial or quinquen- 
nial valuation statements submitted since the previous 
year's issue of these returns. The valuation statements 
are usually of considerably greater importance than the 
annual accounts, and as in majority of cases it will 
be another five years before the next valuation falls to 
be made, it has been considered desirable to publish 
such portions as would for the next few years clearly 
show the financial position of a company as last ascer- 
tained. The impossibility of ascertaining the relation 
of liabilities to assets from an examination of ordinary 
accounts and balance-sheets is possibly more pro- 
nounced in the case of life assurance than any other 
class of business, and forms consequently an additional 
reason for the publication of the more interesting por- 
tions of the valuation statements. 
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The returns from the Indian Companies show i 
marked improvement in many respects. The new sums 
assured are nearly 85 lakhs in excess of the amount in 
either of the previous two years, and although the 
amount is not equal to the pre-war figure there is a 
marked recovery. The total sums assured remaining in 
force also show an increase and now amount to nearly 
24 crores of rupees. This is more than one crore in 
excess of the amount in any previous year. It is in- 
teresting to observe the variation in each of the past 
three years in the ratio to the new sums assured which 
is borne by the total sums written off from all causes 
including claims, surrenders, lapses, etc. In 1916, the 
sums assured written off exceeded the new business. 
In 1916 they were only slightly less. But in 1917 they 
did not amount to half of the new sums assured and 
were nearly 1 crore less than the 1915 amount. Each 
vear since the Act came into force there has been a 
decrease both in the expense ratio and in the amount 
of the sums falling due under claims by death. 

The rate of interest earned on these Life I°unds again 
shows an increase. Since the outbreak of war the 
net interest rate has increased from under 4+ to over 
4° per cent, 


| 


MARSEILLES TRADERS AND WAR 
RESTRICTIONS. 


At a general meeting of the Marseilles Oilcake Syn- 
dicate a resolution was passed that, in order to restore 
the economic life of the country, the French Govern- 
ment should grant all French citizens and merchants 
the right and the facilities to trade freely; that no 
war-time creations—notably Consortiums, Committees, 
Requisitions, Taxes, ete.—should survive the war, the 
existence of which, although justifiable up to the 
present, would be opposed to the free exercise of other 
French institutions of liberty. 

This resolution is stated by ‘* Le Bulletin des 
Halles ’’ of 3rd January to be based on the desire ex- 
pressed by farmers, stock raisers, seed merchants, ete., 
for a speedy return to the traditions of coinmercial 
freedom, which alone can reduce the cost of living. 





THE UNITED STATES IMMIGRATION LAW 
AND ALIEN BANK CLERKS. 

it is desirable to draw the attention of British banks 
wit) branches in the United States to the provisions 
of the United States Immigration Law in connection 
with *“* Alien Contract Labourers.’’ A certain bank 
recently sent to New York two of its employees who 
had been in the service of the bank outside the United 
States, and as these men were, before entering the 
country, under an engagement to continue their service 
with the bank, they were technically included in the 
definition of Alien Contract Labourers and were de- 
tained with a view to their deportation. The matter 
has, however, been satisfactorily settled, and they are 
being permitted to remain. | 

Under the Act of 5th February, 1917, and the Rules 
of Ist May, 1917, it is necessary that persons who wish 
to import skilled labour into the United States—under 
which heading these bank employees are included- 
should previously file an application as indicated in 
Rule 27, Subdivision 3. The British Embassy at 
Washington suggests that the attention of the head 
offices of banks with branches in the United States 
should be called to the necessity of making this previous 
application—which it will be quite simple for them to 
do by merely notifying their agent in America of the 
name of the emplovee to be sent and of the duties which 
he is to undertake. The agent can then file the appli- 
eation and get the necessary permission for the em- 
plovee’s entry. If this simple preeaution is adopted 
by the head office, it will save a great deal of trouble 
and inconvenience to the persons who find themselves 
detained for deportation on their arrival, 


_ 
= 





THE BOARD OF TRADIC JOURNAL. 


Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 
BRITISH INDIA. 











COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 

The Indian Trade Commissioner in London has received the 
following cable, dated 9th January, from the Director 
General of Commercial Intelligence, Calcutta : — 

SEASON. 

Rain is still generally needed 

MARKETS. 

Bombay Cotton Market conditions irregular. Fully good 
broach April-May quoted at 667 rupees a candy. 

Piece Goods market is becoming steady. 

RAILWAYS. 

The survey ot vailways has been sanctioned in the South 
Karanpura Coalfield. (This is at the head of the Damodar 
River Valley, west of the Bokaro and Ramgark Field, and 
isin rather broken country) 

MANUFACTURE OF PENCILS. 

The Pioneer Pencil Factory, hitherto worked by the 
Government of Madras, has been sold to a Company known 
as the Madras Pencil Company, 





STATISTICS OF SUGAR PRODUCTION. 

Inquiries were recently undertaken by the Departinent 
of Statistics, British India, regarding the sugar-producing 
capacity of the sugar factories in India. Of the forty-six 
factories to which enquiries were addressed, returns from 
thirty were received. Of the remaining sixteen, six did not 
give any reply, six others were either closed or were not in 
working order, business was not started by two, one was 
opened only in August, and one was omitted as it produced 
only molasses. 

The results of the census show that the thirty factories 
turn out per day of twenty-two hours, 4,900 maunds (of 82-3 
lb. each) of sugar from cane (first sugars), 2,100 mauods 
from cane (second sugars), 7,200 maunds from raw sugar, 
3,600 maunds of molasses from cane, and 3,700 maunds from 
raw sugar, employing on an average 8,600 persons daily. ‘The 
maxunum amount of sugar that can be produced by these 
factories is, according to the returns furnished, 14.500 
maunds (or 533 tons) per day. The details for the provinves 
are given in the statement below :— 


Dainty Propvcrion. 


Suger produced Molasses Maximum 

from. produced production. 
from. ‘ 
£ = = 
c . ££ « : Fue 
y 5 = & 5 5 
= = t. = = > 4 ES 
At Lh = 4 :, . ~ i 1D =. 
=~ 1 SS g . ~ =a 
= “S 7S 2 = = = ot = in. 
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Province. ~ ~ & <= «© 

Mds. Mds. Mds. Mds. Mds. Mds. Mads. 
Bihar and Orissa 15 2,853 758 (1,262 1,554 1,156 4,829 2,606 5,008 
United Provinces 9 1,015* 9802 1,737 1,142¢ 1,592T 3,831 2%,9367 2,005 
0 Yer . & 975 507 861,411 S61 828 2,746 1,233 2,676 
Bengal & Punjab 3 32 lif 2,823 22 189 §=6©3,550 ov S50 
Total ......... 30 4,875 2,084 7,283 3,579 3,715 14,456 7,099 8,8: 





*Includes production of second sugars in one factory, separate figures 
not being available. The high proportion of second sugars in the United 
Provinces is due to the fact that ration sugar of about 98 dexgrees 
polarization manufactured for the Army Department has been classed 
under *‘ second sugars.” 

+ Excluding production of molasses in one factory, information not Jing 
available. 





AUSTRALIA. 





IMPORT TRADE, MARCH—JUNE, 1918. 
The following statement issued by the Department cf 
Trade and Customs sets out the Imports into the Common- 
wealth of the undermentioned goods—the produce or manu- 
facture of the United Kingdom, other British countries, 
Japan, the United States of America, and all countries— 
during the quarter ended 30th June last. 
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Other 
United British All 
Item Kingdom. Countries. Japan. U.S.A. Countries. 
£ £ , £ £ 

Ale and beer sis acniaticcia 9,086 o i) -- 9,694 
Apparel and soft goods....... 2,278,150 48.089 789.626 296,569 $8,662,715 
Boots and shoes ... tase 13.087 4,993 8 ,OSY 8.257 35,475 
Cocoa and chocolate Prenat 307 18,905 —~ 11,332 63,732 
Confectionery _............. aa 537 2 1 1,443 2,526 
Cordage and twines ... j 98 205 11,644 9,402 9) ,.539 141,231 
Drugs and e¢chemicals _...... 119,668 5,374 93.142 120,575 $24,559 
Earthenware, china, ete.... 19,955 1d D6 667 2,138 79,518 
Fruit (fresh and dried) ..... — 34,358 5 8,974 47,109 
Gold (bullion and specie)... —- 270,810 — 719 271,529 
SS sreeerns — 217,127 1,184 ~ 40,307 
ME 15,959 4] 17.308 12,577 54,042 
Implements and machinery 93,784 28 201 18,579 804,594 502,812 
Musical instruments ...... 8,890 2 647 4,457 46,339 63,626 
Iron and éteel ................ 82,181 $3,657 — 236,631 $22,543 
Jute goods-bags and gsacks 1055 262,831 —= 12 264,259 
a a ? S14 3,287 24 109,302 115,597 
I ia 133 135,748 — — 135,881 
Metals, manufactures of ... OS O54 20,289 33,818 213,326 899 473 
SS 4,836 2,248 29,987 523,605 757,403 
Paints, colours and 

IS nee 14,527 3,679 12,725 47,027 78,104 
Paper PTR ene ayes 39.152 110,698 18,935 167,646 321,859 
Rubber goods _....... he 47,200 134,818 ?.061 100,488 808 056 
Spirits Ee 105,744 45,232 172 17,467 187,202 
I iat lai i - 472 297,049 10,835 161,213 401,609 
Tobacco—manufactured : 533 175 ] 46 486 47,810 
Tobacco—unmanufactured — 6 178 140,128 153,424 
ig 30,122 76,223 4,068 273,354 384,608 
All other articles ...... 673,756 911,695 516,845 710,975 3,695,271 


. 3,758,807 2,589,846 1,558,112 3,521,766 13,071,974 


Total sesiaredtran 


On page 217 of the ‘Journal’ for 15th August last the 
figures for the March quarter are given. According to 
these, United Kingdom exports to Australia stood at 
£6,926,049 for the quarter January-March. The decrease in 
the second quarter, shown above, was therefore 50 per cent. 


CANADA. 





INDUSTRIAL AND FINANCIAL CONDITIONS 
IN ONTARIO. 
(rom HW.M. Trade Commissioner.) 
TORONTO. 

With the signing of the armistice, Ontario industria! 
concerns have been giving more thought than previously to 
the business which is to take the place of the large war order 
business in which this district has so largely participated for 
several years past. The transition from a war to peace 
basis in industry is not as yet very clearly defined. 

The general financial position of industrial concerns is 
very strong. Works have been extended and modern equip- 
ment installed. The manufacturing capacity of the factorics 
of Ontario has greatly increased in the past three years. 
Jt now remains for the home market to be closely cultivated 
and peace markets abroad to be exploited. Government 
authorities, manufacturers’ organisations, individual firms, 
and others are giving considerable attention to these 
factors just now. 

Unitep Kincpom Trave. 

Renewed interest is being shown in this market by United 
Kingdom firms, but some disappointment has been expressed 
locally that arrangements are not more generally being made 
for their selling organisations here. Undoubtedly a large 
number of United Kingdom industries are still under handi- 
caps with regard to preparation for extension of export 
business with this market. The hope is widely expressed 
that British firms will not lose any time in making their 
connections. Our principal competitors have already taken 
substantial steps in that direction. 


Victory Loan 1N ONTARIO. 


The outstanding event in Ontario in November was the 
share of that province in the success of the Victory War Loan 
of the Canadian Government. The Dominion was asked to 
raise 300,000,000 dols. The objective was placed by the 
Loan Organisation, with headquarters in Toronto and 
branches in every province, at 500,000,000 dols. The 
amount raised, according to the official returns revised up to 
25th November, was 684,326,378 dols. from 1,059,401 sub- 
scribers. 

Ontario’s share of this remarkable result was 329,682,950 
dols., from 518,129 subscribers, or approximately 48 per cent. 
cf both the total amount raised and the total number of 
subscribers. The City of Toronto, with a population of 
approximately 500,000, alone raised 144,900,000 dols. 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 
The following is a record of the results for the entire 
Dominion, as handed to me by the Loan Organisation on the 
Zoth November : — 
Value of 


Subscriptions. Number of 


Province. Dols. | Applications. 
British Columbia ................. 36,078,578 83,485 
EE Gin ssicgnnstvenesrnnaneniananses 18,189,600 49,240 
NE .. crnnnseneniendanss 23,889,000 66,320 
IIT -dinins. dxuneinatiibanabinnneyi 13,639,900 83,587 
Ontario _........ NOT Se 329,682,950 518,129 
Montreal City and Island ...... 146,097 ,650 113,902 
Quebec (outside Montreal) 34,061,200 47,278 
ee 16,930,700 32,694 
PTE, sii biccdncahassenas ios 32,856,800 59,266 
Prince Edward Island _......... 2,900,000 5,900 








684,326,278 1,059,401 








The totals compare with 421,194,960 dols. raised by 874,331 
subscribers on the occasion of the previous Victory Loan a 
year ago. 

It is generally conceded by authorities that the raising 
of the five War Loans by Canada have revealed a financial 
strength, the existence of which even the closest students of 
Canadian national affairs did not know. ‘This position in 
turn has revealed industrial, agricultural and commercial 
strength of an equally notable character. 





NEW ZEALAND. 





IMPORT TRADE, JULY—SEPTEMBET. 

According to the ‘‘New Zealand Gazette”’ of 4th November 
the total imports into New Zealand for the quarter ended 
30th September last, reached £6,752,842, as compared with 
£4,222.740 for the corresponding quarter in 1917. The 
fizures for the 1918 quarter do not include gold specie and 
bullion 

Imports from the United Kingdom reached £2,234,190, 
compared with £1,647 ,209 in the same period in 1917. Imports 
from the United States were valued at £1,271,602 compared 
with £1,044,913 for the corresponding quarter in 1917. The 
value of imports from Australia was £1,518,761, as against 
(753,687 in the same quarter 1917. Japan’s share reached 
645%,716, as against £99,419 in the corresponding period of 
the previous year. Canada secured £141,332, as against 
£74,151 in the same period, 191¢. 


—_— 


SOUTH AFRICA. 








INDUSTRIAL AND AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITY. 

There is considerable activity in South African industrial 
circles in the promotion of new industries. At ihe tenth 
annual meeting of the South African National Union, which 
took place recently in Johannesburg, an important announce- 
ment was made by the Minister of Mines and Industries im 
regard to financial assistance to industrialists. The Minister 
pointed out that a simple way of finding capital for new 
industries was the great need of the Union. South Africa 
had a great deal of capital seeking investment, but organisa- 
tion was needed. 

hinancinc NEw INbUSTRIES. 

The Minister went on to say that the Government had 
lately been in negotiation with responsible financiers in the 
Union, and he was pleased to announce that it had received 
definite assurances that important developments could be 
expected within a comparatively short time. He thought 
those assurances ought to go a long way to inspire confidence 
in the future industrial development of the Union. 

(lt has since been announced by ‘‘Reuter’’ that the scheme 
foreshadowed by Mr. Malan will involve the formation of a 
large financial corporation, which is being organised by the 
National Bank of South Africa, Ltd.) 

Home INpwstTRIES. 

A new campaign in connection with home industries is 
being commenced in the Transvaal. In a communication to 
the press, the Organising Secretary of the Transvaal Home 
Industries Union states that the Agricultural Union and the 
South African National Union have combined with the 
‘Transvaal Home Industries Union, and that a united effort 
will now be made to organise the whole of the Transvaal. 
Wherever it is possible for twenty men and women to club 
together a branch of the Association will be formed. Each 
branch will be visited by Government experts or specially 
appointed experts of the Home Industries Union, who will 
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give instruction in all such subjects, such as household 
science, practical and scientific dressmaking, poultry-keeping, 
cheese and butter-making, bee-keeping, fruit culture, pre- 
servation of fruit, meat and vegetables, mealie hat and 
hasket-making, etc. In order to make the movement more 
popular a compctition has been arranged in which the various 
branches will compete for a floating trophy at the annnal 
Agricultural Show in Pretoria. 
MARITzBURG AS AN INpUsTRIAL CENTRE. 

A Sub-Committee appointed by the borough of Pieter- 
iaritzberg to consider and report on the question of facilities 
which it might be possibie to effer tor the establishment of 
industries in the borough, and to report on sites available 
for such, have recently presented their report. 

The sub-committee, after going very carefully into the 
whole question, reported that plenty of land was availabie 
for the erection of factories, etc... and recommended the 
adoption of sliding scales of charges tor the supply of water 
and electric current for power purposes. It was also recom- 
mended that, in the event of the establishment of any 
industry of a kind not already in existence in the borough, 
the charge for water should be at the rate of i0d. per 1,000 
gallons, and for electric current for power purposes at a 
reduction of 33) per cent. on tariff rates for iive years 
after establishment. 

These recommendations have been adopted by the Council, 
and are now in operation. 

DEVELOPMENT OF DURBAN. 

At a recent meeting of the Durban Town Council it was 
decided to appoint a special Committee ‘‘to consider and 
report upon the measures which the Town Council may with 
advantage take with the object of securing the establish- 
iment within the borough of industrial and commercial 
undertakings both by South African and oversea enterprise.’’ 

An Institute oF AGRICULTURE. 


The *‘Macdonald Institute of Agriculture and Plant 
Experiment Station’’ has been opened at Johannesburg. The 
purpose of the Institute is to concentrate public attention 
on the enormous agricultural wealth that is ready fer 
development in the small areas around Johannesburg. The 
Institute consists at present of a residence and lorty acres 
of rich, deep soil at the feot of the Houghton Estate ridge, 
Johannesburg. It is proposed to erect a Hall ot Agriculture 
and a hostel for students at a later date. 

An Earty Matcurinc Sweet Potato. 


The ‘Natal Witness” reports the discovery by a Natal 
nurseryman who toured the Western Province of the Cape 
last year, of an early variety of sweet potato which matures 
in four months. A trial plot, in admittedly rich soil, gave 
a vield of 240 tons to the acre, but in ordinary farming 
conditions a return of quite 120 tons to the acre is 
anticipated. In districts where early and severe trosts are 
experienced the new potato, which is now oveing placed on 
the market, 1s expected to prove a hoon. 

EXPLOITATION OF ZULULAND Papyrvs. 

A Zululand manufacturer, it is stated, has been visiting 
the United States with a view to securing machinery for a 
mill which he proposes to erect in the St. Lucia district ot 
Zululand for the purpose of dealing with the large quanti- 
ties of papyrus growing in that area. The machinery will 
be capable of turning out 20 tons of pulp a day. It is not 
proposed to undertake the manufacture of paper, but simply 
the pulp or “halfstuff’? which will be exported. 

The company hopes to begin turning out pulp by March 
or April, 1919. 

Tie Meat [Npustry. 

The Transvaal Agricultural Union, at its sixteenth Annual 
Congress, has passed the following resolution : — 

‘That it is highly desirable that steps should be taken to 
secure the interests of Transvaal cattle farmers in regard 
to ali that pertains to the export of meat from South Africa, 
especially in view of the fact that this Province is. likely to 
play a most important part in this promising trade, owing 
to the suitability of its veld and its climate for cattle ranch- 
ing purposes. The conference, theretore, charges the in- 
coming Standing Committee with the duty of keeping watch 
over all the happenings in respect of this matter, especially 
in regard to facilities for the handling and transporting of 
live and dead meat, and other things which might have » 
detrimental effect upon this export trade.”’ 

“That the attention of the Railway Administration be 
directed to the fact that at the rates in force the cost of 
conveying frozen meat from inland centres to the ports is 
higher than for a similar weight of live cattle, although the 
paying load capacity of the truck is enormously greater in 
the former than in the latter case. 

‘This conference respectfully urges that the charge for 
conveying frozen meat should be reduced to a seale which 
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would secure to the railways approximately the same net 
revenue per truck as in the case of live stock trathc, due 
allowance being made for the extra cost entailed by the use 
of insulated trucks.”’ 





NIGERIA. 


REPORTS ON PARA RUBBER IN THE 
SOUTHERN PROVINCES. 

The Para rubber tree ‘‘Hervea brasiliensis’? now appears 
ty» be quite acclimatised in many parts of the Southern 
Provinces of Nigeria, according to the Trade Supplement 
to the ‘‘Nigeria Gazette’? of 31st October. Its rate of 
growth compares tavourably with that recorded on Para 
rubber plantations in the East, and the quantity and 
quality of the rubber yielded are considered satistactory. 

From 300 five-year-old trees growing in the Sapele district, 
which were tapped by the Agricultural Department in 1911, 
an average yield ot 13 Ib. of dry rubber per tree was 
obtained. In the following vear, four old trees at Ebute 
Metta gave an average yield of 7 lb. of dry rubber per tree. 
All this rubber was favourably reported upon by commercial 
experts in England. 

During the period September, 1916, to December, 1917, 
about a thousand eleven-year-old trees at Agege yielded 
4,337 Ib. of dry rubber, which was sold locally for £408 
15s. Yd. The total cost of tapping and curing the rubber, 
including expenditure incurred in the erection of a smoke 
house, amounted to £196 14s. 9d. 

Many of the Para rubber trees that have been planted hy 
native farmers have now reached a ‘‘tappable’’ size, so that 
particular interest attaches to reports by the Imperial 
Institute, on an examination which it conducted in July last 
on samples of rubber produced by native farmers in the 
Sapele district. These reports may be consulted at the 
Enquiry Woom of the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence). 








EUROPE. 
FINLAND. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE MARKET. 

The following memorandum has been prepared by the 
Russian and Scandinavian Section of the Department ot 
Overseas Trade :— 

Although arrangements for trading with Finland, referred 
to in the ‘‘Journal”’ of 19th December, have not yet been 
concluded, correspondence with that country is permissible, 
and the following notes may be of interest to United King- 
dom firms intending to carry on an export trade with the 
country, when conditions permit. 








ARTICLES IN DEMAND. 

According to information in the possession of the Depart- 
ment of Overseas ‘Trade (Russian and Scandinavian Section), 
7, Whitehall Gardens, the principal commodities required 
in Finland are belting, cables tor telephone, telegraph and 
electrical purposes; sulphur tor match-making (previously 
obtained trom German firms through Newcastle); china 
clay, carbonate of seda, dyes; cotton goods; tea; coffee; 
groceries ; British soap; belting (balata leather and rubber) ; 
textile machinery ; plates for shipbuilding and boilermaking ; 
agricultural and dairy machinery; fishing and sporting 
requisites. 

Port or Abo. 

It is also understood that there may be an opening for 
British contractors and engineers in connection with the 
proposed development of the port of Abo. It appears that a 
syndicate of prominent commercial men has purchased a 
considerable area ot land for the erection of harbour-works, 
stores, etc. It is claimed that Abo can be kept open through- 
out the winter, and that in this respect it has advantages 
over Reval. The promoters of the scheme are all people of pro- 
Knteute views, and consequently anxious to divert to Abo 
trade formerly carried on through Hamburg. 

The Acting British Consul has been instructed to furnish 
a list of approved firms in Finland with which British manu- 
facturers can safely enter into business relations. This list 
will be available at the Russian and Scandinavian Section of 
the Department of Overseas Trade in due course for the 
contidential information of British merchants. 

The language most commonly used in commerce besides 
Finnish is Swedish, but many ot the best firms are familiar 
with English. 

The area of Finland is 144,255 square miles, of which && 
per cent. is land, and 12 per cent. lakes. 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE —continued. 
The population in 1918 was 3,231,995, giving a density of} 
22-0 per square mile; 85 per cent. of the population speak 
Finnish, the remainder Swedish. _ 
The largest towns are Helsingtors (167,085 





g inhabitants). 
Abo (53,105), Tammerfers (46,970), Wiborg (28,997), Wasa 
(24,013), Uleaborg (21,566), Bjorneborg (17.239), Kuopic 
(17,188), Kotka (12, 036). 

The proportion of land under cultivation is only 5°77 per 
eent of the whole Natural meadows cover 2:8 per cent. 
and the great bulk of the country (91-5 per cent.) consists of 
forests and uncultivated land. 

INDUSTRIES. 

Industries employed in 1913 115,795 workmen, with a 
yearly production to the value of £30,000.000. The number 
of industrial establishments was 4,346, of which: 

601 sawmills using 43,034 h.p. (148,616,500 F innish marks). 

87 pulp and paper mills, 116,647 h.p. (95,583,500 Finnish 
marks), 

101 foundries and mechanical works, 8,814 h.p. (41,526,000 
Finnish marks). 

Motive power used, 310,342 h.p., of which is supplied by: 
water power, 143,657 h.p.; steam power, 130,616 h.p. ; 
internal combustion motors, 8,190 h.p. ; electric motors, 
27,269 h.p.: other motors, 610 h.p. 

'OREIGN TRADE. 
Value of imports and exports in Finnish marks. 
(25 marks= £1.) 

1910. 1911. 1912. 1913. i914. 

1.000’s 1,000’s  1,000’s  1,000’s_— 1,000’s 
290,100 319,500 240,800 404,800 285,200 
384,100 444,500 470,000 495,400 380,200 


Principal Imports. Principal Exports. 
Per cent. Per cent. 


Exports 
Jniports wi aabets 


i ee 56°58 
Colonial products ... 11:17 ~=Pulp and paper... 1v-74 
SRS ee eet 751 Dairy products ...... 10-86 
Machinery ............ 6.68 
| ee 5°95 
rs ere 5°55 
Woven fabrics ...... 5°21 


TRADE WITH UNITED KINGDOM. 
1910. 1911. 1912 L913. L914. 


100s = 1.000's 1 JOO's L.O00's 1 .OOU's 
Exports 85 482 88.132 387.629 108,565 67,499 
liiports 1.7 0S 61.724 68 335 60.660) 33.610) 
PreincivpAL IMpvorts AND EXPORTS. . 
fimports. 1913. 


Marks. 
Re ee ee ae ee 1? 441 O00 
Textile raw materials, 


a i a 9 407 OOU 


Textiles (varns, threads and cordage) 2,067 OOO 
fron and steel and manufactures thereof 5,250,QU0 
OTT PL TOT AO 5,072,000 
NE EOE OTE CIEE 4.507 000 


Cereals (especially wheat flour) ............ 1.543000 


Exports. 
Marks 
BO AVR. nega ans na ships cape Rwnadaeat 66,760,000 
ea Us essa hiaueneisnese ses Maaveen 26,427,000 
Pe ME IN isd Sei icnenesavensssnvosncacs. 14.232,000 


Princtpar IMPORTS FROM GERMANY. 
Imports. 
Marks 

Cereals (principally wheat, flour, and rye 

WS caer b a este edtakcdunnnsxouis dulled 19,851,000 
Coffee EE eke. aaa! ieee adh eee 21.591 000 
Machinery 15.661.000 
Hides, skins and 

thereot 14,145,000 
Textile raw materials (mostly raw cotton) 12,981,000 


leather and wares 


coseeereeee ee eseeeeereeesseeeseeeeeneses 


Metals and metal wares ..... aah Prk ~ 10,942,000 
ee La se deawaihas 9 619.000 
Exports 

Marks. 
PS res UG. PRS Brats ee 32,132,000 
NE Bist bd eabaratiicucawanadasnnsdaeCauambasee 6,291,000 


Pulp and paper 5,377 ,000 


TRANSPORT. 

The mileage of railways is 2,423 miles (3,909 kilometres) : 
the number of canals 23, with a total er to 64 locks. 
The chief ports are Helsingfors (with 49,821 reg. tons of 
shipping on register in 1913), Wiborg (39,224), Nystad 
(25,865), Mariehamn (12.980), Raumo (19,184), Abo (17,770). 
The largest lake port is Tammertors (10,211), 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued 
Rave oF EXCHANGE. 

[In conversions of currency made in the preceding notes, 
the normal pre-war rate of 25 Finnish marks to the £1 
sterling has been used. It is understood that the nominal 
vate of exchange has recently been about 42 Finnish marks to 
the £1 sterling. 








ITALY. 





STAMP DUTIES. 

Stamp duties have been instituted in Italy by a Decree 
No. 1,818, dated 17th November, 1918, published in the 
“Gazzetta Ufhciale”’ ot the 17th December, on the following: 

On all receipts tor goods issued by warehouses, one lira. 

On orders in favour of third parties tor the total or partial 

release ot goods warehoused, thirty centesiml. 

On vouchers relating to the seasoning, testing and weigh- 

ing of silk, 1U centesimi. 





CONTROL OF HIDES AND LEATHER GOODS. 

The control of the supply of hides (pelli) and of the 
manufacture of and trade in leather goods has been trans- 
ierred from the Italian War Office to the Ministry of 
Industry, Commerce and Labour. Until the néw arrange- 
iments are completed, however, the existing organisation | at 
the War Office for the control of hides will be utilised by 
‘he Ministry of Industry, Commerce and Labour. 

Tius was announced in a Decree, No. 1,918, of the L9th 
December, 1918, published in the ‘‘Gazzetta Ufficiale’’ of the 
25th December. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 








THE INTERNATIONAL BANKING 


CORPORATION. 


The International Benking Corporation is the pioneer 
American bank to organise and operate a system ct foreign 
branches. For 17 vears it has been specialising in the finance 
of American trade with Asia, particularly China and the 
Mhilippines. 

The first foreign agent of the Corporation was appointed in 
Shanghai in January, 1902. for the purpose of assisting the 
United States Government in the collection of the Chinese 
oxer Indemnity. Since that date various branches have 
been opened, until now the Corporation controls 24 branches 
in ten different countries. 

The Corporation derives its powers trom a special charter 
granted by the General Assembly of the State of Connecticut, 
approved l4th June, 1901. Its formation was the outcome 
of the widespread interest in Oriental trade which was 
aroused by the United States obtaining control of the 
Philippines. The capital at first paid up (December, 1901) 
was 500,000 dols. T his ¢ capital has subsequently been in- 
creased, until at present it is 3,250,000 dols., with a surplus 
of 3,250,000 dols., and undivided profits of 2,118,000 dols. 


C'ONTROLLED BY NATIONAL City BANK. 


Recently, with the approval of the Federal Reserve Board, 
practically all the stock passed to the National City Bank 
of New York, under the Act of Congress authorising such 
investments by national banks. The directors of the Cor- 
poration are now in the main officials of the National City 
Bank. Since 1915, with the powerful support of the 
National City Bank, the business of the Corporation has 
rapidly expanded, until on 30th June, 1918, the total re- 
sources of the institution were in excess of 100,000,000 dols. 
lt has been demonstrated by the experience of the Inter- 
national Banking Corporation that a banking machine, how- 
ever perfect, without very large resources can make little 
impression on a foreign trade amounting to hundreds of 
mullions of dollars annually. At the same time large banking 
power, not co-ordinated with long experience in the intrica- 
cies of the eastern exchanges, and with a ripe knowledge of 
the customs and banking practices of Oriental peoples, 1s 
ineffective. The application under Government sanction of 
National City Bank power to the International Banking Cor- 
poration machine is therefore expected to produce increasing 
benefits for American business. It marks a step forward in 
the finance of American import and export trade with China 
and other Eastern countries. 


BRANCHES. 


The system of branches now in operation extends to the 
following cities: Yokohama and Kobe, the two principal ports 
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of Japan; Shanghai, Hankow, and Tientsin, the most inm- 
portant ports of North China; Peking, the capital and centre 
ef political activity ; Hongkong, the chief port for the trade 
of South China, and Canton, on the Chinese mainland : 
Manila and Cebu, the principal cities of the Philippines; 
Singapore, the capital and trade centre of the Straits Settle- 
ments: Batavia and Soerabaya, the leading ports of Java. 
in the Netherland East Indies; Calcutta and Bombay, the 
tinancial centres of British India, the one on the Eastern and 
the other on the Western side of the Peninsula: and London. 
England. In addition, the Corporation maintains two 
branches in Panama, one in the Republie of Colombia, and 
four on the Island of Santo Domingo. An agency in San 
rancisco completes the chain. 


—— 


NATURE OF BUSINESS. 


The business of the Corporation very largely consists of th» 
financing at its branches of the export and import trade 
at the centres thev serve. The function of the head office 
in New York is to provide financial facilities, to purchase 
export bills, to make shipments of gold and silver in cover 
of branch purchases of American bills of exchange, to grant 
credits to American and foreign firms, to authorise credits 
at branches, and generally to supervise the operations carried 
on in the various countries. The London office acts as the 
clearing agency for the sterling and European transactions 
of the branches. 

CHINA. 


The parent bank branch for North China is situated in 
Shanghai. Under its immediate supervision are the branches 
in Hankow. Tientsin, and Peking. The Shanghai office was 
opened for business on 15th May. 1902. The Peking, Hankow. 
and Tientsin offices were opened a few years later, the first 
for the purpose of assisting the American group which had 
just become interested in the Chinese reorganisation or Six 
Power Loan. The Corporation has subsequently acted as the 
financial agent of the American group in China. The staff 
of the North China branches now numbers 131. 

In Shanghai is centred a large part of the import and 
export trade of China. The principal exports are raw silk. 
cotton, varn and tea. The foreign business houses which 
handle this vast trade are located not in the native city, but 
in the foreign settlements, where they are outside of the 
iurisdiction of the Government of China. The International 
Banking Corporation occupies a large building in the centre 
of the business section. Shanghai, because of this grouping 
of foreign firms through which the bulk of the foreign trade 
of China is handled, is an international port rather than a 
(‘hinese port, and the business gencrallv has an international 
aspect. There are manv important firms which have had 
their establishments in China for a generation or more, and 
these firms compete actively for business of all kinds regard- 
less of the country from which the goods in question are to 
come or go. The more important firms represent in par- 
ticular a long list of British and American concerns who are 
exporters of manufactured articles to China. With their 
large resources they arrange to purchase China products in 
the interior from season to season. and to export them to 
various countries Russian business, French business. 
British business. Chinese business, and American business, ts 
keenly competed for by both firms and banks regardless of 
nationality. In recent vears Japanese firms and banks have 
hecome increasingly important factors. There are now 
twelve foreign, including the International Banking Corpora- 
tion, in Shanghai. offering facilities to merchants of all 
eountries interested either in placing their manufactured 
products with the Chinese, or in the purchase of raw 
materials in China. 

Hankow anp TIENTSIN. 

Hankow and Tientsin are much like Shanghai. except 
that they are on a somewhat smaller scale. Europeans and 
Americans reside and do their business with the settlements. 
Hankow. situated 690 miles un the Yangtse River. is the 
great interior trading post of China. Tt is known especially 
as the tea centre, although from it is shipped a large amount 
of raw cotton, hides, wood oil. and oil seeds. Near Hankow 
are situated important iron works now controlled by the 
Javanese. It is exnected that some day Hankow will be the 
railwav centre of China. At present it is the terminus of a 
line which runs to Peking. and which also connects with the 
Manchurian railwavs and the Trans-Siberian. Tientsin. 
which is only a few hours by rail from Peking, is much more 
of a business centre than the capital itself. From it are 
shipped large auantities of wool, hides and skins. bristles. 
straw braid, and preserved eggs. 

HONGKONG. 

Hongkong is situated principally on an island. and _ its 

harhour is one of the finest in the world. An immense 


business is carried on here as in Shanghai. Similarly, there 
are important manufacturing industries, cotton mills. sugar 
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refineries, cement works, rope, glass and ice factories. The 
trade of the port is largely in cotton goods, sugar, flour, and 
metals, 

(CANTON. 

Canton, the greatest city of South China, is only tour or 
five hours (112 miles) by train from Hongkong, and is an 
overnight run by boat. The business ot the Corporation's 
Canton branch largely consists of loans and exchange opera- 
tions against silk, tea, cotton, rattans, and other cominodi- 
ties. The Hongkong and Canton staff numbers 74. 

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 

Manila is approximately two days distant from Hongkong 
hy steamer. The office of the Corporation here in conjunc- 
tion with the branch of Cebu, located on one of the southern 
islands, finances not only an import trade from the United 
States in) various commodities, but also large exports ot 
hemp, copra, sugar, tobacco, and coconut oil. For many 
vears the Corporation, with two or three other banks, acted 
as depositary of Philippine Government funds. These funds 
ure now lodged with the Government bank. The Philippine 
staff numbers 74. 

STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 

The Corporation’s branch in the Straits Settlements is at 
Singapore. Its principal activities are in connection with 
the purchase of exchange covering exports of tin and rubber, 
in which there is a vast trade. The currency of the colony 
is the Straits dollar. The problem of securing exchange 
cover against purchases is a difficult one. Competition 
between the nine British, French, Japanese, Dutch and 
American banks represented in Singapore is exceptionally 
severe, Nearly all the important trading firms are British. 
The staff of the branch numbers 20. 

NETHERLAND East Inpies. 

The Netherland East Indies branches of the Corporation 
at Batavia and Soerabava on the island of Java are of more 
recent organisation. They were established in response to 
the requirements of American trade, which have arisen since 
the war through the direct shipment of Java’s products as 
egainst the former practice of consigning them to the 
Netherlands for re-sale. The staffs of the two offices already 
number 21. The Batavia manager is of Dutch nationality 
with long experience in the East and London. The principal 
exports are petroleum, coffee, copra, sugar, tea, tin and 
tobacco. Imports come chiefly from the Netherlands, 
although those from America have recently shown an 
inerease, A large trade is done with the Straits Settlements 
and British India 

Britisa Inpra. 

The Indian branches of the Corporation are at Caleutta 
and Bombay. The staffs of the two offices number 125. The 
Corporation has been of assistance in financing the shipment 
to the United States of large quantities of Indian products 
essential to the prosecution of the war, chief among which 
have been jute, gunny bags, hides, and skins. Tndia is also 
a country where import cover for purchases of exchange 
against exports is not readily secured, and necessitates the 
employment of staffs femiliar not only with local practices. 
but who are capable of rapidly taking advantage of exchange 
situations arising in the Netherland East Indies. the Straits 
Settlements. Hongkong, Shanghai, and Japan. That sucha 
large American organisation exists to-day and has not vet 
to be created through long painful vears of experience is 
of great importance to American foreign trade interests. 


JAPAN. 

The Japan branches of the Corporation are in Yokohama 
and Kobe, the former the chief port for the exportation of 
Japan’s principal product—silk, and the latter the chief 
port for the importation of cotton and other materials enter- 
ing into the manufactures of the country. Although 
Japanese banks have effices in the United States. American 
merchants, for the most part, prefer to pass their business 
through an American organisation, and the Corporation 
places complete facilities az their disposal. The staff in the 
two offices numbers 74. 

PANAMA. 

The Panama branches of the Corporation are in the cities 
of Panama and Colon. They were established a number of 
vears ago for the purpose of affording banking facilities to 
Americans emvploved in connection with the construction of 
ihe Canal, and are now of special utility as respects the pav- 
ment of canal tolls bv vessels of all nations. A considerable 
commercial business is also done. 


CoLomMBIA. 


A branch was establisked in Medellin, Department of 
Antioquia, Colombia, in 1916. At this branch a commercial 
and exchange business is transacted. Owing to difficulties 
of transportation and communication, however. the opera- 
tions of this branch are more or less of a local character. 
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inrelated to business in other cities of the Republic, such 
as Bogota, the capital 
DoMINICAN REPUBLIC. 

The Corporation in 1917 purchased the private banking 
business in Santo Domingo of Mr. 8. Michelena. With the 
principal office in Santo Domingo City, there are branches 
in the cities of San Pedro de Macoris, Puerto Plata, and 
Santiago. Mr. Michelena, who remains with the Corpora- 
tion as one ol its managers, has lived in Santo Domingo tor 
25 years. With his experience as the leading private banker, 
the Santo Domingo ofhces of the Corporation are enabled to 
domuch in connection with the finance of growing Dominican 
crops, the chief of which are sugar, tobacco and cacao. ‘The 
several branches also afford every tacility in connection with 
the :aport and export trade of the country. 

GREAT Britain. 

The London office of the Corporation was opened on 1odth 
April, 1902, and forms an important part of the banking 
mechanism of the Corporation. Through it pass all the 
sterling bills purchased by the head office and various 
branches, and by it are made all financial arrangements in 
connection with their discount or collection. The London 
office also keeps in close touch with the silver markets, upon 
which depend to a large extent fluctuations in the Eastern 
exchanges. At the same time it keeps branches informed 
regarding the trend of money discounts. It is likewise a 
source ot a large amount of credit information regarding 
Kuropean firms engaged in foreign trade. It is at present 
the designated depositary of the War, Navy and State 
Departments of the United States Government. 





With reference to the description of the operations of the 
Mercantile Bank ot the Americas on pp. 11-12 of the 
* Journal’? of 2nd January, it is now announced that the 
Guaranty Trust Company of New York has made arrange- 
ments to open the Banco Mercantile Americano de Cuba, 
with a capital and surplus of 2,500,000 dols., as from Ist 
January, 


LATIN AMERICA. 


BRAZIL. 
REVIEW OF BRAZIL NUT INDUSTRY. 


After rubber, the largest and most important industry on 
the Amazon Valley is that connected with the production and 
export of ‘Brazil’? nuts (Castanhas). The nut season begins 
in February and ends in September—a_ period of eight 
months. 

feviewing the results of the ‘‘year’’ just concluded, 
the trade was not a large one, nor productive of much 
financial success. The crop was moderate and the nuts of a 
good even quality. Owing to a scarcity of tonnage to the 
United States, and the restrictions on imports to the United 
Kingdom, the market was unstable. Prices in Para at the 
commencement of the season began at 20 nulreis” per 
hectolitre (50 kilogs., or 112 lb.), and gradually advanced to 
29 milreis. 

In the month of March advices of the restrictions on 
imports to the United States of America were received and 
prices immediately declined, oscillating for the time between 
20 milreis to 23 milreis per hectolitre, which figure gradually 
hecanie reduced to 14 iwilreis towards the end of the season. 

The top price in Manaos was 35 milreis per hectolitre, and 
the average, approximately, 20 milreis. The Manaos crop was 
a coniparatively small one, and at the close of the season all 
stocks were cleared out, whereas in Para there remained in 
the Port of Para warehouses some 11,000 hectolitres 

The following statistics, obtained from a reliable source. 
show the export of Brazil nuts for the ‘‘year’’ 1918:— 








To To Total 
Europe. New York. Hectolitres. 
From Para. ....... 23,680 53,184 76,864 
From Manaos . 16,756 93.661 40,417 
From Itacoatiara 1,075 3,811 4,118 
41,411 80,656 121,399 





The 1913 crop was an absolute failure. This followed upon 
a splendid crop in 1912, which was the second best on record, 
the exports during that year totalling 346,222 hectolitres. 
The two smallest crops on record were those in 19090 and 1901, 
Which yielded an export of 50,640 and 54,269 hectolitres 
respectively. 

The prospects for the forthcoming season are good. The 
crop promises to be exceedingly large, but it does not follow 
that the nuts will come to the Para market for the reason 
that owing to the difficulties encountered in disposing of 
same, many receivers have declined to advance merchandise. 
etc., without which the gathering cannot be effected. Should 
conditions alter—greater facilities being made in regard to 
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shipping, and licences to import granted on a more liberal 
scale by the British and United States Governments—efforts 
no doubt would be made to bring the bulk of the crop down. 


BRAZIL, PERU, BOLIVIA. 
MXPORTS OF RUBBER AND CAUCHO FROM 
PARA, JAN.-OCT. 1918. 
The Acting British Consul at Para reports that the 
quantity, in kilogs., of rubber exported via Para during the 
period January-October, 1918, was as under: - 
Fine. Medium Coarse. Caucho. Total. 

To Kurope— 
3,766,288 233,493 

To U.S.A.— 
6,320,119 761,409 2,922,808 5,254,360 15,258,698 


214,900 373,062 4,577,848 


To the South— a 
[38,871 180) 1,650 11,989 —-152,990 
10,225,278 995,382 3,189,358 5,639,411 19,989,531 








OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS.— 
Strict precautions should be taken against trading with the 
enemy, and regard had to the restrictions on trading in 
certain gouds and to the special regulations governing trade 
with certain countries. In cases of doubt or difficulty 
reference should be made personally or by letter to 
the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence). 

British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
“Openings” by applying to the Department and quoting 
the specific rejerence numbe 








BRITISH INDIA. 

INK, PROVISIONS AND CIGARETTES.—A firm of 
gencral merchants at Calcutta desire to obtain the repre- 
sentation of United Kingdom manufacturers of goods, such 
as ink, provisions and cigarettes, of a distinctive make and 


mark, (Reterence No. 17.) 





AUSTRALIA. 

KLECTRICAL LINES.—H.M. Trade Commissioner in 
Melbourne reports that a firm at Sydney desire to obtain 
agencies, for Australia, tor United Kingdom manufacturers 
ot electrical and subsidiary lines. The firm also wish to 
secure the services in London of a good buying agent with a 
knowledge of engineering, particularly on the electrical side, 
and who is fully conversant with shipping and export 
matters, to take care of their requirements when conditions 
allow. (Reference No. 18.) , 

ELECTRICAL MOTORS AND SWITCHGEAR.—The 
Officer-in-Charge of H.M. Trade Commissioner’s Office 
in Sydney reports that an engineer and manufac- 
turers’ representative of Sydney desires to represent, 
in Australia, on a commission basis, United Ning- 
dom manufacturers of electrical motors (D.C. and 
A.C.) and switchgear. He proposes to conduct the 
agency by means of distributing agents in the State capitals, 
who would purchase direct from their principals or by a 
direct purchasing agency. (Reference No. 19.) 

* * * * * * 

CABLES.—-H.M. Trade Commissioner in Australia has 
forwarded a copy of specification, conditions, and form olf 
tender in connection with a call for tenders by the Deputy 
Postmaster-General, Melbourne, for the supply and delivery 
of cables. (Schedule No. 1,504.) 

Sealed tenders on the proper form will be received by the 
Deputy Postmaster-General, Melbourne, up to 3 p.m. on 
4th March. 

A deposit of 2 per cent. on the first £500, and of 1 per 
cent. on the amount ahove that sum, is required with each 
tender. The minimum deposit is £2. The tenderer, if not 
resident in Australia, or if a company registered outside the 
Commonwealth, must name an agent in Australia to receive 
notifications of acceptance and other notices under the 
contract. 

The above-mentioned copy of the specification, etc., may 
be consulted by British manufacturers of cables at the 
Enquiry Office of the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence). 

It will be remembered that the time for the receipt of 
tenders is limited, and this intimation will therefore be of 
use only to firms having agents in the Commonwealth who 
can be instructed by cable. 
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CANADA. 

H.M. Trade Comnussioners at Montreal and Toronto report 
the receipt of the following enquiries : 

CHEMICALS AND CUTLERY.—A manuitacturers agent 
at Montreal desires to get into touch with United Kingdom 
manatacturers of chemicals and cutiery to act as their agent 
in Kastern Canada or to buy outright. (Reference No. 20.) 

CUTLERY, TOYS, LEATHER BAGS AND FANCY 
GOODS.—A trader at Montreal desires to take up the 
agency for astern Canada only for United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of cutlery, toys, leather bags and fancy goods. 
(Keterence No. 21. 

PEUNGSTEN LAMPS.—An electrical engineer at Montreal 
desires to take up the agency of a representative United 
Kingdom imanuiacturer of tungsten lamps, of which he 
thinks be can sell 500,000 per annum. (Reference No. 22.) 

CARPETS.—A trader at Guelph, Ontario, desires to 
handle, om a commission basis, Axminster, Brussels, Wilton, 
tapestry and velvet carpets trom the United Kingdom as 
ihe agent of United Kingdom firms in Ontario. (Reference 
No. 23.) 

HARDWARE SPECIALITIES, CUTLERY, LINOLEUM, 
HTC.—A trader at London, Ontario, desires to take up 
agencies for United Kingdom firms in Ontario for the 
tollowing lines:—Hardware specialities (phers, files, etc.). 
small tools, sheet glass, cutlery, and plated ware, woollen 
and cotton blankets, linoleum and oilcloths. The applican: 
desires to sell on commission, or buy on his own account. 
(Reterence No. 24. 

INDUSTRIAL EQUIPMENT.—<A firm at Toronto desires 
lo take up agencies on behalt of United Kingdom firms for 
the whole of Canada in the following lines :—Indusirial 
equipment of all kinds, including hydraulic machinery, 
pumps, pipes, valves, mining machinery, air compressors, 
electrical machinery and equipment, steam apparatus, 
engines, turbines, boilers, gas and oil engines, railway and 
Contractor s equipment. 

The applicants buy and sell for their own account, and 
inaintain small repair shops, yards, and a warehouse in 
Toronto. (Reference No. 25.) 

BICYCLES.—-A firm at Weston, Ontaswfo, desires to take 
up agencies tor United Kingdom firms in leading lines oi 
inevelo goods and materials for the whole of Canada. The 
applicants are among the largest manufacturers of bicycles 
in Canada, and state that they are prepared to pay cash for 
all their purchases. (Reference No. 26.) 

ELECTRICAL GOODS.—A Toronto firm desires to take 
np wgencies in Ontario tor United Kingdom firms in electric 
lanips, electrical supplies, tans, reflectors, and electric 
motors. (Reterence No. 27. 

hiURCTALCAL GOODS —Another firm at Ontario desires 
agencies in Ontario for United Kingdom electrical goods of 
all kinds. (Reference No. 28.) 

ELECTRICAL RECORDING INSTRUMENTS, ETC.— A 
Toronto tirm desires to take up agencies in Canada for United 
Kingdom firms manufacturing electrical recording instru- 
ments, single-phase motors, and switch gear. The applicants 
state that they are in a position to pay cash and do noi 
require extended credit. (Reference No. 29.) 

FiCKLES AND SAUCES.—A Toronto firm desires to take 
up agencies in Ontario for United Kingdom firms manufac- 
turing pickles and sauces The applicants state that their 
usual terms of purchase are cash against documents. 
(Reference No. 30. 

WOOLLENS, MOHAIR LININGS AND PIECE SILKS.— 
A Toronto firm desires to take up agencies in Canada for 
United Kingdom firms manufacturing woollens, mohair 
linings and piece silks. The applicants sell on commission 
only. (Reference No. 31. 

HOSIERY, WOOLLENS AND LININGS.—A_ Toronto 
firm desires tu take up agencies in Canada for United King- 
dom. firms manufacturing woollens and linings, hosiery, good 
lines for the making-up trade. The applicants maintain 
offices in Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg and Vancouver, and 
wish to sell only on commission. (Reference No. 32.) 

FANCY DRY GOODS.—A Toronto firm desires to take up 
agencies in Canada for United Kingdom firms manufacturing 
all lines of fancy dry goods. The applicants state that their 
usual terms of purchase are 2} per cent. discount for cash. 
or thirty days nett. (Reference No. 33.) 

PIECE GOODS AND SEWING NEEDLES.—A ‘Toronto 
firm desires to take up agencies in Canada for United King- 
doi firms producing the following lines:—-Hose and half- 
hose, cotton, woollen and silk piece goods, cotton tapes, sew- 
‘ng needles, and a general line of small wares, silk ribbons. 
(Reference No. 34.) 

TEXT BOOKS, BOOK CLOTH, ETC.—A Toronto firm 
desires to take up agencies in Canada for United Kingdom 
publishers of text books and manufacturers of college sup- 
plies, papers and book cloth. The applicants state that the 
are prepared to buy for cash, or terms can be arranged 


(Reterence No. 35.) 
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HORTICL LTUKAL SUNDRIES.—A well-known Toronto 
firm desires to take up agencies in Canada for United hing- 
dom imanutacturers of horticultural sundries of all kinds. 
(Reference No. 36.) 

JEWELLERY, CLOCKS, ETC.—A well-known Toronto 
firm desires to take up agencies in Canada for United hing- 
dom manufacturers of jewellery, clocks, watches, silver ware, 
plated ware, etc. This firm is in a large way of business. 
(Reference No. 37.) 

ROLLED LRON AND STEEL, ETC.—A Toronto firm 
desires to take up agencies in Canada for United Kingdom 
manufacturers of rolled iron and steel, such as bars, sheets, 
plates, plain and chequered, tin plate hoops, boiler tubes. 
chain and wire rope. (Reterence No. 38.) 

FANCY LEATHER GOODS, ETC.—A Toronto firm, one 
of the partners of which is at present in this country, desire 
(» represent United Kingdom manufacturers of fancy leather 
voods, smokers’ requisites, celluloid goods, advertising 
novelties and stationery. (Reterence No. 39.) 

* * ** K k 


a ’ ok 





The following enquiries have recently been received at the 
Office of the High Commissioner in London for Canada, 19, 
Victoria Street, London, 8.W. 1.:— 

DRY GOODs.—-A firm at Montreal is open to undertake 
agencies for the sale of dry gocds of all descriptions, and 
asks for names of United Kingdom manufacturers seeking to 
enter the Canadian market. 

METAL SPECIALITIES.—A Toronto firm wishes to get 
into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of high- 
ovade metal specialities. 

BUFF AND WHITE WILLOW.—A_ manulacturer of 
willow-ware in Ontario asks for names of United Kingdom 
crowers of buff and white willow. 

LINOLEUM.—A Vanceuver firm wishes to act as agents 
for a first-class United Kingdom manufacturer of linoleun. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR LUMBER.—A lumber company 
in Southern Alberta wish to get into touch with United 
Kingdom importers ot British Columbia spruce and Douglas 
iir lumber. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR MICA AND PHOSPHATE. 
—A Canadian correspondent interested in mica and phos- 
phate properties in the Dominion wishes to get into touch 
with importers of these minerals. 

Nore.—Communications in regard to the foregoing en- 
quiries should be addressed as indicated above. | 

* * Y ¥ . * 

The following enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Gevernment Trade Commissioner’s Office, Portland House, 
73, Basinghall Street, London, £.C. 2, whence further in- 
formation may be obtained :— 

FOOD PRODUCTS.—A Toronto firm of wholesale grocery 
brokers would be glad to correspond with United Kingdon 
manufacturers and exporters of food products seeking 
business in Canada, end indicates more especially jam and 
imarmalade, chicory, dates, canned fish, gelatine, peels 
(drained and candied), sugar syrup, and malt vinegar. 

STENCIL SETS.—A Quebec firm wishes to secure the 
agency of a United Kingdom wanufacturer of stencil sets, 
as used by uraughtsmen in making plans. 

RAILWAY, MINING, AND CONTRACTORS’ SUP- 
PLIES.—A Montreal firm, dealing in railway, mining, and 
contractors’ supplies, would be glad to act as purchasing 
agents for United Kingdom firms seeking Canadian goods. 

MARKETS SOUGHT FOR VARIOUS GOODS. 

SODA WATER FOUNTAINS, ETC.—A Canadian com- 
pany, manutacturing soda water fountains and similar 
applhances, ice-cream machinery and supplies, and also high- 
grade ginger ale, is desirous of getting into touch with 
United Kingdom importers. 

STAVES, HEADINGS AND HOOPS, ETC.—-A Canadian 
firm can supply staves, headings and hoops, or shooks tor 
harrel manutacture. 

WOOD FIBRE AND COMPO ORNAMENTS, ETC.-——An 
Ontario firm, manufacturing wood fibre and compo. 
olnaments for furniture and all kinds of interior decoration, 
is in a position to attend to overseas trade, and would be 
glad to furnish samples and prices to United Kingdom 
furniture manufacturers and other buyers. Iustrated 
catalogue available. 

LAWN RAKES, TIN TOYS, ETC.—A Canadian company, 
inanufacturing tin toys and several hardware specialities 
such as lawn rakes, clothes line reels, etc., ask to be placed 
in correspondence with United Kingdom importers. 

HOUSEHOLD GOODS, ETC.—A Canadian company. 
manufacturing household goods, leather-faced, etc. gloves, 
has forwarded samples, prices, etc., for the information of 
United Kingdom buyers interested. 

CANNED VEGETABLES AND FRUITS, ETC.-—A 
Canadian company, whose close connection with factories 
enables them to offer supplies of canned vegetables, canned 
iruits, evaporated apples, dried fruits, pork, bacon, ete., 
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yould be glad to act as purchasing agents tor United King- 
dom buyers wishing to purchase supplies. 

BOTTLES.—A Canadian company, dealing in new and 
second-hand bottles of all kinds, of which they carry large 
stocks, would be glad to get into touch with United Kingdom 
buyers. 

RUBBER FOOTWEAR.—A Canadian company, manua- 
facturing rubber tootwear, would be glad to receive enquiries 
jrom United Kingdom buyers. 

Norre.—Commiunications in regard to the toregoing en- 
quiries should be nuddressed as indicated above. | 





NEW ZEALAND. 


MOTOR TRACTORS, HOUSEHOLD LINES, FOOD- 
STUFFS, icf C.—The Officer-in-Charge of H.M. Trade Com- 
uissioner’s Office in Wellington reports that a firm of mer- 
cantile aud produce brokers and indentors in that city desire 
ic get into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers and 
exporters OL motor tractors for farm work: all lines suitabie 
for ucusehold requirements generally; canned fish, cocoa, 
chocolates, sweets, coffee, proprietary lines of foods, and al! 
table necessaries ; and superphosphate, basic slag, and nitro- 
genous and potash manures. The firm state that there is 
likely to be a demand in the Dominion tor 2, 3 and 4-furrow 
ploughs, which should be sufficiently mobile to negotiate the 
hilly country. (Reference No. 40.) 

* * * * * * 

BOILERS AND ACCESSORLES.— With reference to a 
notice Which appears on pp. 44-5 of last week’s issue of tlie 
‘* Board of Trade Journal,’’ relative to a call ior tenders by 
the Otago Harbour Board for the supply and delivery ol 
boilers and accessories, it 1s notified that a limited supply 
of the specifications, forms of contract and drawings, have 
heen received, and are available to British firms interested, 
at the office of the High Commissioner for New Zealand, 
New Zealand Government Offices, Strand, London, W.C. 2. 





ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 

CUNSTRUCTION, RAILWAY AND SHIPBUILDING 
MATERIALS, ETC.—A merchant at Buenos Aires desires 
to represent United Kingdom manufacturers in the River 
Plate countries in the following lines :—Construction, rail- 
way and = shipbuilding materials, marine’ appliances, 
machinery, steel, wire and manila cables, fishing tackle, 
canvas and steel plate. 

The applicant claims to be in an exceptional position to 
serve the interests of United Kingdom firms in his district. 
(Reterence No. 41). 

BRAZIL. 

AGENTS’ SERVICES OFFERED.— The Secretary of the 
British Chamber of Commerce of Sao Paulo reports the 
receipt of the following enquiries :— 

A firm at Curityba, State of Parana, which has been 
established for several years, desires to obtain an agency in 
Parana tor a United Kingdom firm of exporters and im- 
porters, in order to be in a position to better push British 
trade when circumstances permit. 

A firm of commission agents, recently established in Sao 
Puulo, desire to represent United Kingdom manufacturers 
and exporters in the Brazilian market. Correspondence 
may be in English. 

An old-established firm with head office in Para, engaged 
in general importation of foreign produce and the exporta- 
tion of rubber, Brazil nuts, and other products of the States 
of Para and Amazonas, desire to get into touch with other 
United Kingdom firms interested in trade with North 
Brazil, with a view to business when circumstances permit. 

Communications in regard to the foregoing enquiries 
should be addressed to the Secretary, British Chamber of 
Commerce, Caixa Postal, 1621, Sao Paulo, Brazil, quoting the 
Reference No. 89/248. 


CHILE. 

MEDICAL SUPPLIES.—The Chile ‘Official Gazette’’ 

of 12th October, 1918, calls for tenders for articles for the 
Chenist Department, Drugs Store, Dentist Depart- 
ment, Soft Goods Store, dietetics, hospital clothes, 
et¢., im accordance with the details and conditions which 
those interested can consult in the Chemist Department at 
Valparaiso. Tenders will be opened before the Economic 
Board of the Department on Thursday, 30th January, at 
3.80 pm ) 
_ tt will be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders 
is limited, and owing to detailed particulars having to be 
obtained from Chile, this information will be of use only to 
ne agents in the Republic, who can be instructed 
Vv cable. 
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NAV AL SUPPLIES.-—Tenders are called for in the Chile 
“Ofticial Gazette’ for the supply of various articles, detailed 
in a specification required by the Torpedo Section, Depart- 
nent of Supplies tor the Navy. Firms interested can examine 
the specification in the Department of Supplies, which office 
will also furnish the corresponding conditions. Tenders will 
be opened in the Office of the Director of Supplies before the 
Economic Beard, and parties interested who may be present, 
at 4 pm. on Thursday, 30th January. 

ft will be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders 
is limited, and owing to detailed particulars having to be 
obtained trom Chile, this information will be of use only to 
firms having agents in the Republic who can be instructed 
by cable. 


—— 


FRANCE. 

COTTON TEXTILES AND LEATHER GOODS.—H.M. 
Consul-General at Lyons reports that a firm in that city 
wishes to get into touch with Manchester firms with a view 
to obtaining agencies for cotton textiles and leather goods. 
(Reterence No. 42.) 

ITALY. 

CERAMIC GOUODS.—A merchant in Milan desires to take 
up agencies for [taly of United Kingdom ceramic manufac- 
tures. The applicant is in partnership with a man who kas 
heen employed for many years in the production of Italian 
ceramic goods. (Reterence No. 43 ) 

COTTON VELVETS, COTTON HOSIERY, ETC.—An 
Italian, living at Turin, who is well recommended, 
desires to take up agencies for United Kingdom 
inanufacturers of cotton velvets, cotton hosiery (socks and 
stockings), lace and nets. (Reference No. 44.) 

DRESS FABRICS.—An old-established agent at Turin 
wishes to get into touch with Lancashire manufacturers ot 
printed cotton voiles and other dress fabrics, with a view to 
obtaining an agency. (Reference No. 45.) 





NETHERLANDS. 

SEWER PIPES.— H.M. Commercial Attaché at the Hague 
reports that a firm at Rotterdam desire to place orders in 
the United Kingdom for earthenware sewer pipes. (Reference 
No. 46.) 

TEXTILES, TRON AND STEEL AND COAL.-—-H.M. 
onsul-General at Rotterdam reports that a firm at the 
tiague wishes to get into touch with United Kingdom manu- 
facturers and exporters of textiles, iron goods, iron and 
steel in bars and sheets, and coal. (Reference No. 47.) 





MESOPOTAMIA. 

PiIECE-GOODS AND GENERAL MERCHANDISE.—The 
Civil Commissioner at Bagdad reports that a firin of mer- 
chants in that town wish to get into touch with United 
Kingdom manufacturers and brokers of piece-goods and 
general merchandise, with a view to obtaining agencies there- 
tor. (Reference No. 48.) 


SCANDINAVIA. RUSSIA. 

METALS, COTTON AND SILK GOODS, ETC.—A 
recently established firma of wholesale dealers and export and 
import commission agents at Copenhagen seek agencies for 
United Kingdom manufacturers of ingot metals of 
all kinds, cotton and silk goods, chemicals and 
beverages, wishing to be represented for the sale of their 
goods in Scandinavia, or who wish to buy goods in Scan- 
dinavia and Russia on the resumption of normal conditions. 
(Reference No. 49.) 








SPAIN. 
METAL GOODS, IRON AND STEEL, MACHINERY, 
E’?C.—H M. Consul at San Sebastian reports that a firm in 
that city desires to obtain agencies for United Kingdom 
manufacturers of metal goods, commercial iron and steel, 
machinery, etc., for North-East Spain. (Reference No. 50.) 





SWEDEN. 
INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS.—A firm in Stockholm pro- 
poses to forny an organisation there to act as agents for all 
linds of British industrial preducts. (Reference No. 51.) 





SWITZERLAND. 


GOODS KINDRED TO THE UMBRELLA TRADE.— 
H.M. Commercial Attaché at Berne reports that an umbrella 
merchant at Neuchatel desires to obtain the agencies ot 
United Kingdom firms for any kindred to the wanbrella trade. 
(Reference No. 52.) 
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Shipping and Transport. 


CANADA. 

REVISED PILOTAGEH FREES ATO MONTREAL. 
An Order-in-Counc:!, published in the ‘‘Canada Gazette” 
of 9th November, 1918, revises the pilotage fees for moving 
vessels in the harbour and vicinity of Montreal. The previous 
fees of 5 dols. for each move was estallished when the 
harbour limits were less extended than at present, and is 

consequently considered inadequate. . 
‘The new graduated scale has been fixed after consultation 

with various shipping interests, and is as under: - 
OLS. 





Kor the movage of any ship from Lachine Canal to 
Victoria Pier, or any place within that limit, or 
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lor the movage of any inland or lake vessel from 

Lachine Canal to Section 50. or vice wersa ........ » 
lor the movage of any inland or lake vessel from 
Section 50 to the Eastern limits of the harbour, or 

ON el 10 
lor the movage of any sea-going ship from any place 
in the harbour above Victoria Pier to Section 90, 

1() 


MU TNO x5, cocccneuakanaecauitasataeneateedeusdacteesstudsa 
for the movage of any sea-going ship from any place _ 
above Section 50 to Vickers Dry Dock, or vice-versa 15 
hor the movage oi any sea-going ship from any place 
“ther . c al | 
above Section 50 to the Eastern limits of the 


I IN: TO ck epee 1) 
for the movage of any sea-going ship from any place 
above Section 50 to the Explosive Ground ........... 1D 


Should the pilot be detained on board more than twenty- 
four hours he shall be paid an additional 10 dols. per day. 
This charge will be over and above the ordinary pilotage 
ot the vessel between Montreal and Quebec. 


—___ ...--  - —— 


MOTOR VEHICLE STATISTICS. 

Motor vehicle registration in Ontario during 1917 con- 
sisted of 78,861 passenger cars and 4,929) commercial 
vehicles, a total registration of 83,790 motor vehicles, 
according to the Annual Report of the Department of Public 
Highways. 

This is an increase of 29,415 over 1916, and is nearly twice 
ithe registration of 1915. Since the year 1911, the registra- 
tion has approximately doubled every second vear; thus 
registration of 1913 was twice that of 1911, and the 
registration of 1914 nearly double that of 1912. 

While this rate of progress cannot continue indefinitely, 
it is considered that there is still much room for growth. 
There is now in Ontario one car for every 39 of population ; 
the average in the United States is one for every twenty 
of population. The greatest number in proportion § to 
population is in the State of lowa, where there is one car to 
every 9 of population. 

The agricultural States, rather than manutacturing, 
contain the greatest number of cars in proportion to 
population. This is true also among the provinces of Canada, 
and in Saskatchewan there is a registration of one car to 
every 12 of population. In Ontario, the registration shows 
that 23,409 cars are owned by farmers, an increase of 11,835 
in 1917. 

STATISTICS FOR CANADA. 

The census for the whole ot Canada covered the operations 
of establishments engaged in the manufacture of (1) auto- 
mobiles, (2) automobile accessories, and (3) automobile 
repairs. 

The number of establishments in the Dominion classed as 
manufacturers of automobiles was 11, in = automobile 
accessories 24, and in repair work 497. 

The total capital invested in these industries was 
59,¢80,677 dols., apportioned as follows:—In automobiles 
28,192,858 dols., in accessories 3,155,893 dols., and in repair 
shops 4,431,926 dols. 

The number of persons employed on salaries was 730 males 
and 174 females in automobile plants, 106 males and 2] 
females in accessory plants, and 254 males and 48 females 
in repair shops and garages. The total salaries paid were 
respectively 1,376,692 dols. in automobile plants, 266,147 
dols. in plants making accessories, and 334,780 dols. in repair 
shops. 

The value of materials used in manufacturing and repair 
work in each class was (1) automobiles 35,585,820 dols., (2) 
accessories 3,788,308 dols., and (3) repairs 1,961,773 dols. 

The total value of production and repair work for all 
classes was 66,053,207 dols., of which automobiles amounted 
to 54,466,273 dols., accessories to 6,495,868 dols., and repairs 
to 5,091 ,066 dols. 
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Classified according tc purpose, the number of the different 
classes of cars recorded in the census returns was (1) touring 
cars 80,544, (2) runabouts 5,502, (3) closed cars 1,165, (4) 
delivery wagons 1,231, (5) club roadsters 561, (6) trucks 117, 
and «7) not clasitied 556, or a total of 89.676 cars. 


SWEDEN. 


Although Gothenburg is a relatively important seaport, it 
has until lately been without sufficient docking facilities, 
Tine old) graving dock, built 43 years ago, was entirely 
inadequate to meet present-day docking requirements, 
especially since Sweden got a fleet of comparatively large 
ocean steamicrs, 

The Norwegian and the Danish shipyards were in a better 
position. Christiana had a dry-dock, 2788 feet in length, 
and four floating docks for vessels from 1,000 up to 4,500 
tons dead-weight; Moss, two floating docks for vessels of 
700 to YOO tons respectively ; Porsgrund, a floating dock for 
1.600 tons, Sandefjord, three floating docks for 500 to 1,600 
tons, Christiansand, one dry dock of a length of 320-2 feet ; 
irederikshavn, Denmark, a floating dock for ships of 1,700 
tons. And in the Sound (Oeresund), Elsinore (Helsingor) 


had two dry docks of a length of 106 and 115°9 feet: 


respectively ; Copenhagen, a small dry dock and four floating 
docks tor vessels trom 800 to 11,500 tons; while on the 
swedish side, Helsingborg had a dry dock of a length of 
Zs4-L feet, and Malmo one of a length of 234-9 feet, to which 
was recently added the new large dry dock of a Jength of 
about OIS3 feet. 

OrriciaALLy OrENED IN OCTOBER. 

As early as ten years ago several schemes for the construc- 
tion of a new dry dock at Gothenburg were put forward, but 
were afterwards abandoned on account of uncertainty caused 
by the conteniplated extension of the harbour. 

The persons interested then decided to build a floating 
dock, and the plans were drawn up in 1911. The Aktiebolaget 
Goteborgs Kkkeppsdockor was organised in 1913 with a 
capital stock of 500,000 crowns—which has recently been 
increased to 750,000 crowns this year—for the purpose otf 
building a lioating dock according to specifications prepared 
by the Gotaverken shipyards, Gothenburg. The dock was 
intended to accommodate vessels with a docking weight up 
to 10;000 tons (24:6 feet) draft. The cost was calculated to 
be 1,450,000 crowns for the dock, and 300,000 crowns for 
ground. Since the city had guaranteed security for a loan 
of 625,060 crowns to the company, and had assumed certain 
other obligations, such as dredging in the river and the 
granting of necessary space, the company filed a petition 
ior a Government subsidy of 625,000 crowns, which amount, 
however, was reduced to 500,000 crowns by the Riksdag in 
1914, and this latter sum granted on certain conditions with 
reference to the docking of naval vessels. 

The plan was to lease the dock to the Gotaverken Ship- 
vards, and at the outbreak of the war a contract was made 
with the shipyard for building the dock. The shipyard 
bought the necessary material at once, by which. timely 
action a large amount of money was saved. In October, 
1915, the first plates were laid, and in November, 1916, the 
first section of the dock was launched, and in August, 1917, 
the second. In November of the same year the first vessel 
was decked. In June, 1918, the third section was finished 
and put in place, and on 12th October the dock was officially 
opened for use. 

LARGEST I LGATING DOCK IN SCANDINAVIA. 


The dock was made larger than originaily intended. It 
measures 524:9 feet in length over all; the width on the 
pontoon deck between the walls is 82 feet; width over all, 
lO8:2 feet; greatest depth over the keel blocks, 24-9 feet. 
Therefore it is the largest floating dock in Scandinavia, 
capable of lifting vessels 590-5 feet long, 77 feet wide, and 
with a draft of water of 24-6 feet. For comparison it is 
pointed out that the largest Swedish vessel, the ‘‘Stockholm,”’ 
is 547 feet long and 62-1 feet wide. 

Klectric power is used, and the centrifugal pumps, each 
with a capacity of 36 tons of water per minute, can empty 
the tanks in one hour and a half. The dock is ‘‘self- 
docking.”’ 

In 1915 the Eriksberg Shipyard, Gothenburg, launched a 
floating dock which can lift vessels of 1,400 tons docking 
weight, or about 3,500 tons dead-weight, and the same ship- 
yard contemplates building another dock for vessels of 9,000 
tons.— (Commerce Reports.) 


—_— 
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Minerals and “letals. 


EGYPT. 
EXPORTS OF MANGANESE OLE. 


During October last the Sinai Mining Coinpany made its 
first shipment of manganese-iron ore, 4,000 tons having been 
despatched to the United Kingdom. 

The mines are situated in the South-West of the Sinai 
Peninsula, about 15 miles from the Coast of the Gulf of Suez. 
The port of shipment is the harbour of Abu Zenima, which 
is connected with the mines by rail for 11 miles, and by 
ropeway for six miles. 

The port is provided with large storage accommodation 
and mechanical loading appliances. 

The metallic content of the average ore is, according to 
the Egyptian Ministry of Finance, about 55 per cent. 
manganese and 23 per cent. iron. Large quantities of this 
grade are available, and it is suitable for mixing with 
phosphatic. iron ores for the production of steel alloy by the 
hasic processes. 








NIGERIA. 
REPORT ON NEW CLAYS. 

The following snalvsis of a sample of clay (used by the 
Nigerian natives as a dusting powder) from Ozuakole, “a 
village about 80 miles up the Eastern Railway in Nigeria, 
has been forwarded by the Comptroller of Customs at Lagos. 
Per cent. 





Per cent. 


| RR err ea rere 10°55 Ferris oxide .... .... 6:0 
i AERO Dn ear 47-4 I  , 0:2 
Alumina ..... eee 31:2 Undetermined _...... 3°75 


This material closely approximates to Chinese Kaolin. 
New Firre-Cray. 

Fire-clay of good quality, which has been reported upon 
by the Imperial Institute, has been discovered in the Udi 
Coalfield. and is obtainable by merchants in Nigeria or in 
other Colonies at the fellowing prices :— 

F.o b. Port Harcourt (in small quantities) 2s 6d per ewt. 

(Exclusive of bags.) 
K.o.b. Lagos (in small quantities) ds. 6d. per cwt. 
(Exclusive of bags.) 

Pre-war price at Lagos, 7s. 2d. per cwt. 

\ copy of the Report by the Imperial Institute on this fire- 
clay may be consulted at the Enquiry Room of the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence). 


STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 
PROPOSED CONTROL OF NON-FERROUS 
METALS. 

An Ordinance has been placed hefore the Legislative 
Council of the Straits Settlements to restrict temporarily 
hy licence those persons who may be engaged in business 
connected with certain non-ferrous metals and metallic ores 
during thé continuance of the war, and for a period of five 
vears after its termination. 
The proposed Ordinance, which is published in’ the 
“Government Gazette’? of 4th October, is on the lines of 
similar legislation in the United Kingdom. The metals and 
ores to which it applies are zine, copper, tin, lead, nickel. 
aluminium, and anv other non-ferrous metals and ores to 
which the Ordinance may be applied. The expression 
‘metal’? does not include metal which has been subjected 
to anv manufacturing process except such as is prescribed, 
and the expression ‘‘ore’’ includes concentrates, mattes. 

precipitates, and Gther intermediate products. 





FRANCE. 


WITHDRAWAL OF CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS. 

The ‘ Journal Officiel ’’ (Paris) of 3rd December, publishes 
an Order, dated 26th November. issued by the French 
Ministry of Industrial Reconstruction, withdrawing the re- 
strictions on the sale, in France, of ferro-silicon of all grades. 
antimony. nickel, aluminium, retort carbon and of oxygen. 

A further Order issued by the Ministry, dated 1st 
December, and published in the ‘ Journal Officiel ’’ of 5th 
December. withdraws the restrictions on the sale. in France. 
of magnesium.  ferro-chrome.  ferro-tungsten, — ferro- 
molvhdenum, chloride of magnesium. and calcium silicide. 

In both instances, hewever, the existing regulations with 
regard to the importation and exportation of these articles 
will remain in force until further notice. 
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MOROCCO (French Zone). 
CONCESSIONS FOR MINING MANGANESE 
ORE AND PETROLEUM. 

A Dehir, dated the 5th October, and published in the 
“Bulletin Official’? of the French Zone of Morocco, sanctions 
four contracts entered into by the Director-General of Public 
Works with (1) the Société de Lille Bonniéres et Colombes 
of 20. Rue de Calais, Paris; (2) La Compagnie Chérifienne de 
Recherches et Forages of 7, rue de Suresne. Paris, (3) Ta 
Compagnie Métallurgique et Miniére Frangaise of 51, 
Chaussée d’Antin, Paris: and (4) La Société des Mines 
@Ouida, of 27. rue Laffite, Paris, for prospecting and ex- 
ploiting mines in the French Zone. 

Yn the first two cases the concession appears to refer 
especially to petroleum, whilst in the other two manganese 
is the mineral to be extracted. 

Surface indications of petroleum have long been known in 
Mcroeco, and several ‘‘denunciations’’ of deposits have been 
filed. The Pretectorate authorities have recently shown 
much interest in the matter on account of the great shortage 
of that oil and of petrol, and a Commission was appointed to 
prospect, with what results is not known 

The Contracts published appear to be merely subsidiary 
contracts, the principal contracts, which are with the military 
authorities, not being published. The present contracts 
make a special reserve in regard to anv rights of third 
parties which may be established before the Arbitral Court 
at Paris, which suspended its sittings on the outhreak of 
the war. 











SWEDEN. 





REPORTED DISCOVERY OF IRON PYRITES 
IN LAPLAND. 
(From TM. Chargé aM Affaires.) 
STOCKHO! M. 

According to the press important discoveries of iron 
pyvrites have been made in the parishes of Tarna and Wil- 
helmina in Lapland. 

The State Geological Research Commission has asked for 
further funds to continue the investigation of the minefield 
during 1919-20. 

No fewer than 25 claims, which are considered very promis- 
ing by geologists. have been made in the Wilhelmina district 
on behalf of the State. Should these hopes be realised the 
dificulties of transport are not so great in this as in the 
Tarna district, as there are waterways joined by canals which 
could be linked up with the new inland railway svstem. 

From a geological point of -view these districts are little 
known. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


IMPORTS OF MANGANESE ORE AND 
FERROMANGANESE. 

Iniports of manganese ore into the United States during 
the period January-September. 1918, amounted to 382,382 
tons, according to a message from the British Embassy at 
Washington. This represented an average monthlv imporia- 
tion of 42,487 tons, as compared with 52.498 tons in 1917. 

According to the United States Geological Survev. 
domestic mines now supply nearly one-third of the high- 
vrade manganese ore needed in the Tnited States (see p. 16 
of the “Journal” of 2nd January). ' 

FERROMANGANESE. 


The total imports of ferromanganese for the nine months 
ending 30th September were 26.271 tons. compared with 
38.875 tons for the same period in 1917. The total exports 
vere 3.404 tons, as against 1,139 tons during the same period 
in 1917. 


CUBAN PYRITES. 

In the near future it is expected that supplies of Cuban 
pvrites will begin to move steadily into the United States. 
According to recent advices mines have been opened up by 
prominent sulphuric acid interests who have been vroducine 
acid from Southern sulphur since the cessation of Spanish 
pyrites shipments. 

Tt is now intimated in the press that, with the output from 
Cuba assured. acid production in quantity is certain. and 
the valuable by-products are expected to completely off-set 
the cost of the Cuban material. — | 


_ 
—— 











Textiles. 





NIGERIA. 





REVIEW OF COTTON GROWING INDUSTRY. 

A review of the cotton-growing industry in Nigeria is 
given by the Acting-Director of Agriculture in the Trade 
Index for Nigeria, L915:— 

The cotton industry in the Protectorate, he states—as tar 
as growing is concernel—is a purely native one, and is likely 
to remain so. Cotton growing is confined te the upland 
districts beyond which the cultivation of such permanent 
crops as cocoa, rubber, and kola is impossible. Even in the 
upland districts it has to compete for popular favour, 
especially in the northern portions of the Southern Pro- 
vinees, with such important crops as yams, ground nuts, 
and. to a less extent, guinea corn and a variety of minor 
staples. As it can, however, be planted when the other 
crops are well on to maturity. and itself matures when 
practically all other crops have been harvested, its position 
is fairiv secure. 

SPINNING AND WEAVING. 

Spinning and weaving are widely practised in the cotton 
districts and to some extent in districts actually outside the 
cotton belt, as for instance at Tjebu Oie, in the Southern 
Provinces, to which hand-ginned lint is imported from 
districts a considerable distance from the seat of these 
industries. In spite of the great import of cheap European 
cotton cloths, the native weaving industry continues to 
flourish. Seed Cotton is purchased at numerous buying 
centres and transported to the nearest of the ginneries, of 
which four modern installations are available for the 
handling of the crop, situated respectively at Lafenwa, 
Ibadan, and Oshogbo, in the Southern Provinces (Western 
Division only), cotton growing being at present mainly 
confined to that portion of the Colony, and at Zaria in the 
Northern Provinces. 

Types oF Corton. 

The cotton grown is of several closely-related varieties: 
woolly seeded, of a somewhat harsh but verv strong medium- 
length staple. On account of its regularity and the com- 
paratively small waste. it is in steady demand at prices 
rarging from td. to id. in advance of Middling American. 
A clean-seeded variety, called ‘‘Tshan,’’ from the district 
in which it was chiefly grown, was of rather superior quality. 
Unfortunately, the growth of this cotton in Ishan (in the 
Central (Niger) Division of Southern Nigeria) has seriously 
declined, and in 1915 the ginning at Illushi ceased. 

Low GINNING OvT-TURN. 

From the standpoint of the European buyer, the chief 
fault in the existing native cotton varieties is their low- 
sinning out-turn, which rarely exceeds 28 per cent. of lint 
to seed cotton, and is occasionally as low as 25 per cent. As 
a consequence, it requires nearly four pounds of seed cotton 
to produce one pound of lint. This quality of the cotton 
obviously becomes the limiting factor in fixing the buying 
prices. To maintain a minimum buying price of a penny. 
and to increase that minimum as much as possible, a means 
must be found in the preduction of cotton varieties of not 
less than 30 per cent. ginning out-turn. 


Rreent ExpEeriImMeENtTs. 


The Agricultural Departments of both the Northern and 
Southern Provinces have given this matter serious considera- 
tion, and as a result of several vears’ experimentation with 
introduced American varieties, have within the last two 
vears heen enabled to distribute acclimatised types to native 
growers. Owing perhaps to the less serious competition from 
other even more remunerative crops in the Northern 
Provinces, progress there has been much more rapid than in 
the Southern Provinces. The Agricultural Department of 
the Northern Provinces has distributed and is maintaining 
its control of the distribution, in co-operation with the 
British Cotton Growing Association. of the American long 
staple varietv known aus ‘‘Allen.’’ The Agricultural Denpart- 
ment, Southern Provinces. has specialised in a medium- 
stapled upland varietv known as “‘Georgia.’’ So far distri- 
bution of the latter has only taken place on a small scale 
in the Ovo Province. 

With these cottons, little more than three pounds of seed 
cotton are required to produce one pound of lint. The lint. 
too, is superior to that of the existing native varieties, so 
that the seed cotton is worth at least a halfpenny per ib. 
more. At the same time, they are higher yielders. What 
is necessary, however, is strict control of seed distribution 
and other measures to prevent contamination of the seed 
hv intercrossing with native varieties. 
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OTHER DIFFICULTIES. 

The distribution of varieties of high-ginning out-turn by 
no means solves every cotton problem. On the planting 
side much remains to be done in the way of establishing 
critical planting dates which are at the most very imperfectly 
known tor the different cotton districts. The seni-perennia| 
habit of the native cotton makes the establishment of such 
dates of slightly less impertance, but in regard to the annual 
American varieties it is vital to the success of the crop. 
Native cultivation, too, must become much more intensive, 

New Propvucina AREAs. 

Large cotton-preducing areas will be made available by 
the opening up the North-Eastern and North-Western 
districts of Nigeria. The effect of the high prices charged 
for imported cotton piece-goods has resulted in an increased 
demand for locally-grown cotton for manufacturing cloths 
locally. 


JAPAN. 
JUTE INDUSTRY IN FORMOSA. 


There seems to be no likelihood at present, according to 
the ‘Indian Trade Journal.’’ of Formosa supplying any pari 
ot the British Empire with jute. Sheuld there be any 
supply for export, it will most likely go to Japan to the new 
factories building there. 

The production in 1914 was 5,982,000 Ib., and for 1918 
estimates are uncertain. The output fell off a little in 1915, 
but recovered in 1916 to 5,844,500 Ib. The area under cultiva- 
tion declined froin 7,360 acres in 1914 to 6,380 acres in 1916. 
It would, accordingly, seem likely that the output for the 
present would be about 5,600,000 to 6,160,000 Ib. 

Information as to kinds and quality of iute grown in 
lormosa is at the moment lacking. The production per acre, 
however, is steadily increasing, having grown 50 per cent. in 
the last 17 or 18 years. 

The quantity consumed in Formosa is practically the pro- 
duction plus the imports, as there is very little exported. 
The tigures in 1914 and 1916 are :— 





Production. linport. Total. 
lb. lb. 
ee 1.541.000 7.523.000) 


I a ora ..... 0,844,500 2 951.000 8.095.500 
The imports in 1914 and 1916 were as under from British 
lndia and China :— ; 


IS14. LOL6 
lb. lb. 
ee eRe Cre end Ae Ee 567 OOO | 346.000) 


RR Sedat, 2 ae arr ie I a A 974 000 


Exports were small in 1914 and 1916, being 7.800 Ib. to 
China in 1914, and 930 Ib. in 1916. 

The Taiwan Seima Kaisha (Formosa Jute Manufacturing 
Company), of Koroton, Formosa, is the only large factory of 
the kind in Formosa. It was founded in 1912 and has a capital 
of ver 2,000,000 (£200,000). It is engaged in the cultivation 
ot jute and the manufacture of guiny bags, Hessian cloth 
and jute yarn. Tt had recently 87 machines (50 weaving) 
and can manufacture vearly 700,000 to 800,000 gunny bags, 
hesides other material. 


905 O00) 


—_—— Lt — 


SPAIN. 


ENHIBITION OF SPANISH TEXTILES. 

Manufacturers of textiles in Spain have begun the con 
struction of an imposing building at Barcelona which is to 
house a permanent Exhibition of Spanish textile manufac- 
Lures. 

The need of a permanent exhibition of the manufactures 
of textile and allied industries has long been felt in Cata- 
lonia, which is the centre of the industry in Spain, 

The exhibits will include raw materials, with information 
as to the markets of the world, conditioning houses, prices 
of maritime transport and insurance, machinery for spin- 
ning, Weaving, preparing, dyeing, bleaching, and finishing 
textiles, including woven goods and laces; as well as the 
utilisation of special textiles, such as sanitary goods, their 
preparation and application. 

The construction of textile machinery, the elaboration 
of chemicals for colouring and bleaching preparations, and 
similar demonstrations are provided for. A department wil! 
be opened for instruction in the technical and commercial 
branches of the textile industries. Historic collections of 
Spanish textiles will be displayed. and samples showing the 
manufactures of other countries. 


—_— — 
—_ 
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The Central European 
Powers. 





GERMANY. 





FINANCE. 
ESTIMATE OF TOTAL WAR DEBT. 

An article in the Weltus tschaftsze ‘tung estimates the total 
war debt of Germany at abeut 310 millinrds of marks, includ- 
ing 150 milliards for war credits, 75 milliards for compensa- 
tion payments in Germany, 25 milliards tor transition 
expenses, 50 milliards tor indemnities to Belgium and 
France, and 10 milliards for U-boat indemnities. The 
interest on this total debt would amount to about 15 
nilliards. 


FOREIGN TRADE. 
CENTRALISATION OF IMPORTS TO BE MAINTAINED. 

In the year 1913 Germany imported 110,000 tons of meat, 
54,000 tons of butter, end 24,000 tons of cheese. In the year 
1916, by means of the certralisation of imports, she imported 
185.000 tons of meat and 51,000 tons of butter; and in the 
year 1917, 27,000 tons of cheese. The Imperial Food Ministry 
is already engaged in adapting the organisation of the 
Central Purchasing Company to the new circumstances. 

In answer to numerous petitions for the abolition of the 
Central Purchasing Company and the release of imports from 
central control, the Imperial Food Ministry announces that 
present conditions make the maintenance of this central 
control more urgently necessary than ever. The reasons 
which have operated in favour of centralisation during the 
war still continue in operation, Exports from neutral states 
are still prohibited; cnly specified quotas are released for 
export, and all exports cutside such quotas are reckoned 
upon the German quota as soon as they come to the know- 
ledge of the neutral Governments concerned. Under a 
system of free imporis Germany wouid have to pay intoler- 
able prices, and the prices on the home markcts in the ex- 
porting countries would also reach heights intolerable for the 
native population. Lt is mainly for this reason that neutral 
countries themselves demanded the centralisation of imports 
into Germany and still adhere to the demand.—(JWMiinchner 
Neueste Nachrichten.) 

COMPANY FOR KECOGNSTRUCTION OF WORLD 

TRADE RELATIONS. 

The Frankjurter Zeitung learns that a limited liability 
company has been formed in Germany, with headquarters at 
Diisseldorf, for the purpose of reconstructing the world 
trade relations of industrial undertakings and of re-cstablish- 
ing agencies and warehouses abroad. The firm has been 
started b¥ the Mannesmann Tube Works, which formerly 
played a leading part in the tube trade on the world market. 


INDUSTRY. 
SCARCITY OF TRON. 

The Deutsche Allegemeine Zeitung learns from industrial 
circles that Germany is threatened with a great scarcity ot 
iron. In 1913 Germany produced 19,300,009 tons of pig iron, 
During the war the production declined to 11,000,000 tons, 
or 57 per cent. of the former production. According to the 
terms of the armistice 144 of the 469 blast furnaces are now 
controlled by the EKntente Powers. 


ESTIMATE OF 1918-19 SUGAR PRODUCTION. 

According to the results of a circular enquiry made by the 
Association of the German Sugar Industry from I1th to 21st 
December, 1918, the number of sugar factories working in 
Germany is now 307 (as compared with 312 last year), 
and the area of beet cultivation, 375,745 hectares 
(as compared with 888,151 hectares). The quantity 
of heet to be worked up by all these’ factories in 
1918-19 is estimated at 91-29 million metric cwt. (as com- 
pared with 92°84 million) and the raw sugar production at 
14:12 million metric ewt. (as compared with 15:71 million). 
In Bavaria there are three sugar factories working (as 
compared with two last year), and the area of beet cultiva- 
tion has risen to 3,890 hectares (as compared with 3,251 
hectares); the quantity of bect for working up is estimated 
at 1,116,500 metric ewt. (as compared with 818,775 


} 
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metric ewt.), and the raw sugar production at 175,000 metric 
ewt. (as compared with 133,095 metric cwt.). The average 
proportion of sugar obtained by the raw sugar factories from 
the beet is 15-47 per cent. (as compared with 16-92 per cent. 
last vear). 

The quantity of beet being worked up shows a noticeable 
increase as compared with last season in Brandenburg and 
Silesia, as well as Bavaria, and a heavy decrease in East 
and West Prussia, Hanover, Hesse-Nassau, Thuringia, and 
Brunswick. Ten of the German sugar tactories lie in the 
territory occupied by the Allies.—(Miinciner Neueste Nach- 
richten.) 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 

INDUSTRY. 

INCREASED OUTPUT OF LOCOMOTIVES IN 1918. 

In spite of difficulties Austria has produced more locomo- 
tives this year than in 1917. By the end of the year 4¢0- 
470 locomotives will be ready for delivery, as against 398 in 
i917. Moreover, in the second halt of 1918 the factories 
were busy repairing lccomotives. Hitherto Austria has 
possessed six locomotive factories—tour in German Austria 
and two in Bohemia. Of Austrian railway network approxi- 
mately 40 per cent. lies in the Czecho-Slovak State, so that 
in future €0 per cent. of the orders for locomotives will be 
given to German-Austrian factories and 40 per cent. to 
Bohemian factories. The export trade of Austrian locomotive 
factories has hitherto been nil. In future Central Austrian 
factories may possibly get orders from the industrially poor 
Southern Slav State.—(Neue Freie Presse.) 


ELECTRIC POWER IN HUNGARY. 


The Hungarian Ministry cf Trade has prepared a 
memorandum dealing with the question of supplying the 
whole country with electric power. The following data have 
heen taken from this nemorandum :—Investigations prove 
that the coal supplies of Hungary amovnt to t-7 milliard 
quintals; the water power is estimated at 1:7 million horse- 
power and might be increased to three million horse-power ; 
and moreover 72 milliard cubic metres of natural gas and 
i,200 million cubic metres of peat are available. In 1913 the 
consumption of coal amounted to 149-1 million quintals, as 
against a coal output otf 102-7 million quintals: of these 
33°9 million quintals were consumed by industry, 58-3 miilions 
being used for the production of power. The consumption 
for purposes of trafic amounted to 41-2 million quintals. 
Mlectrification and production of electricity according to 
modern principles would bring about a great saving even if 
the power requirements of industry and traffic were covered 
Ly means of current produced trom coal. In the last few 
vears beiore the war the production of one horse-power 
required 3:7 kg. of coal, and the Hungarian State Railway 
trains consumed O-1L kg. of service coal per kilometre. 
Should electrification be introduced one-half of the former 
amount and one-third of the latter amount would be saved. 
During the war the output of coal has considerably declined, 
while the consumption has increased. Even with an in- 
creased output, the necessity of import can be obviated only 
by introducing a scheme of electrification. To carry out this 
scheme in its very first stage two plants must be erected, one 
driven by water producing 180,000 kilowatts and ene driven 
by steam producing 150,000 kilowatts. The cost would amount 
to 840 million kronen, of which 340 millions would have to 
be covered by the State, especially as the cost of electrifying 
the railways must be estimated at 170 millions. To meet an 
increased demand later on several plants.driven by water or 
steam must be constructed and several transverse connec- 
tions established. The construction of two plants, the one 
driven by water and the other driven by steam, each pro- 
ducing 60,000 kilowatts, would cost together with three 
transverse connections 3850 millions, the greater part of 
which would have to be paid by the State. Steps should 
be taken to secure the execution of this programme as soon 
as possible in view of the great coal shortage.—(Pester 
Lloyd.) 

(Quintal = 2204 Ib. av.) 


CZECHO-SLOVAKIA. 
TRADE. : 
COMMERCIAL AGREEMENT WITH GERMANY. 


The following are the main terms of the provisional com- 
mercial agreement between Germany and Czecho-Slovakia : 





(1) Germany will deliver to the Czecho-Slovak Republic 
monthly 10,000 tons pit-coal and coke, of which at least 7,200 
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tons must be pit-coal. The Government of the Czecho-Slovak 
Republic will place 70,000 tons of lignite per month at the 
disposal of Germany in return. 

(2) The Czecho-Slovak Repubiic will allow the export of at 
least 50 tons jam and 50 tons plum pulp to Germany per 
mouth. So far as supplies of dried truit are available for 
export, the Czecho-Siovak Government will place Lo 
obstacles in the way of their export to Germany. 

(2) The Czecho-Slovak Government will not hinder the 
export of kaolin and graphite to Germany. 

(4) Similarly the export of pit props to Germany will be 
free from all restrictions. The Czecho-Slovak Government 
will also sanction the export to Germany of as much building 
wood and wood for other use (‘‘Nutzholz’’) as pessible. 

(5) The Czecho-Slovak Government will release at least 26 
truckloads of hard lead for export to Germany per month. 

(6) The German Government will allow the delivery and 
export of machines, machine parts, and products of the 
electrical industry which were ordered and paid for before 
18th May, 1915. Conversely the,Czecho-Slovak Government 
will observe the same conduct in respect of German delivery 
contracts not yet fulfilled. 

(7) and (8) The German Government is prepared to supply 
the Czecho-Slovak Republic with chemicals in as large 
quantities as possible. 

(9) Provided that the present output of potash undergoes 
a considerable increase, the German Government will be 
prepared to supply the Czecho-Slovak Republic with a 
suficient quantity of potash for the spring manuring. 

(10) The German Government promises to investigate in 
a favourable spirit the question of the export of carbide, 
zinc, and aluminium. 

(11) In respect of the traffic in railway trucks and coaches, 
the two Governments agree that until further notice this 
traffic shall be equal in both directions, and details remain 
to be settled. The compensation payable tor use ot trucks 
and coaches is to be determined by a further agrecment. 

(12) Both Governments are prepared to release ships of ihe 
other party lying in their territory, together with the cargoes 
of such ships. 

(13) So far as goods belonging to one party are under 
embergo in the territory of the other party, they shail be 
immediately released. 

(it) The two Governments are agreed that in the interest 
of an early resumption of railway trattic the detailed regula- 
tions for goods traific and passenger tratlic (including luggage 
trathc) and of goods transit shall be settled without delay 
by direct agreement. 

(15) The two Governments will place no obstacles in the way 
of the unhindered passage ot diplomatic couriers and their 
lugeage. 

(16) Both parties recognise in principle that the reciprocal 
transit of the goods mentioned in this agreement shall be 
hindered as little as possible. They will therefore examine 
and settle applications for transit in a favourable spirit and 
without €elay. In any case the transit of coal, coke, and 
fuel shall be reciprocally tree.—(Frankfurter Zeitung.) 


PETROLEUM. 
REGULATIONS FOR THE PETROLEUM REFINERIES. 

The periodical Petroicum announces that a conference 
recently took place at Vienna between the manutacturers 
and official authorities concerned with a view to settling the 
conditions of work in the Czecho-Slovak petroleum refineries. 
The Czecho-Slovak State includes not only the refineries of 
Pardubitz, Kolin, and Kralup, but also those of Mahrisch- 
Schonberg, Mahrisch-Ostrau, and Oderberg, and the Upper 
Hungarian refinery of Turocz-St. Marton; it may possibly 
also include Pressburg. The first object in view is to assure 
the supply of crude oil for the Czecho-Slovak refineries and 
to settle the manner in which this crude oil shall be utilised. 
A regulation has already been proposed which would require 
the refineries to produce at least 30 per cent. of petroleum 
from the crude oil supplied to them, and would allow the 
production of only 9 per cent.-10 per cent. of gas oil. Hither- 
to the utilisation of crude oil has been dominated by military 
requirements, and primary attention has been paid to the 
production of benzine, gas oil, motor oil, and vulcan oil, 
while the production of lighting oil has been narrowly re- 
stricted. If the regulations are altered as proposed, the 
maximum price regulations will have to be altered cor- 
respondingly.—(Pester Lloyd.) 
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Tariff Changes. 





BRITISH EMPIRE. 





BRITISH INDIA. 





EXPORTATION OF CHILLIES PROHIBITED. 
The official “Indian Trade Journal’ of 22nd November, 
1915, contains copy of Notification No. 12,807, dated 16th 
November, 1918, which has been issued by the Government 
of India, and which prohibits the export of chillies from any 
pert in the Madras Presidency to any destination outside 
India. 
Provided that nothing in this Notification shall be deemed 
te prehibit— 
(i) export by the Crown; 
(ii) export for use or consumption on the voyage ; 
(iii) export under a licence granted by the Chief Customs 
officer at the place of export. 





AUSTRALIA. 





IMPORTATION OF DOGS PROHIBITED. 

The High Comiissioner for Australia desires to notify 
that he has received telegraphic advice from the Common- 
wealth Government, that the importation of dogs into 
Australia from the United Kingdom has been prohibited by 
Proclamation. 





CANADA. 





GOODS IN TRANSIT FROM ORK TO THE 
UNITED STATES. 

It is stated in Memorandum No. 2,261B, dated 4th 
December, 1918, which has been issued by the Canadian 
Department of Customs, that with reference to the regula- 
trons contained in Memorandum No. 2,232bB, the War ‘Trade 
Board of Canada has decided to discontinue the practice of 
requiring the production of export and import licences from 
the War Trade Board, Washington, in connection with ship- 
inents in bond through Canada trom or to the United States. 

Memorandum No. 2,2328 is cancelled. 

'NoteE.—A notice was published on page 18 of the 
‘Journal’ of 2nd January, respecting a reciprocal arrange- 


ment for the transit of goods through the United States 


from or to Canada. | 





CUSTOMS DECISIONS. 

The following Customs decisions and departmental rulings 
are contained in Appraiser’s Bulletin, No. 1,818, dated 10th 
December, 1918, which has been issued by the Department 
ot Customs, Canada, viz. :- 


Rates of Import Duty. 











Tani — | ' . _ 
Articles. item. | British Pre- | 
ferential | Intermediate | General 
| Tariff. 


Varilf. | VYariff. 








Spermaccti | 
given 265 123% ad val.) 20 %ad val. | 224% ad vals 

Fruit and vege- 
tabie graders) +45 | 2. “aaa | 224% ,, “0 Yo » 

Thermogene 
curative wad- 


wP. j * ~~ ) yj 
ding *“e 220) a) 20 % ’3; 25 “%o > 25 ("0 , 
Rit dye .. | 246 1s % wy ,, 2240 











'Nore.—In addition to the above duties a War Tax of 4 
per cent. ad valorem is levied under the British Preferential 
Tariff, and of 73 per cent. ad valorem under the Intermediate 
and General Tariffs. | 
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NEW ZEALAND. 





CUSTOMS DECISIONS 


The following Customs decisions, specifying the classifica- 
tion of various articles under the Customs Duties Act on their 


importation into New Zealand, are contained in Minister’s 


Order D.35, dated 9th October, 1918. viz. :—~— 


~~ —— - - ne —- —- ——- 


Rates of Import Duty. 
Paritt ' On goods the 

Articies. term. Oi produce or 
Foreign manufacture 
(;oods. of any part of 

‘ the British 

Dominions. 


! 





Albums, post- card ' ee 30°, ad wy 200, od val. 
Articles and materials suited 
only for, and to be used solely 
in, the fabrication of goods j 
in the Dominions, viz. :— 
Bronze or bronze castings, 
namely, cored bars in the 
rough specially suited for 
the manufacture of bush- 
ingsor bearings .. 482 | Free. 
Hemp braid (suitable as sub- 
stitute for straw plait for 
hat making) ' 
Blotters, being blotting. pay er 
cut to small sizes, and having 
maps or other matter — 
thereon , t 153 | 374% ad val. 25% ad val. 
Bottles, plain cas st glass, not cut 
or oround, and without 
stoppers, with openings at 
one or both ends, even though 
evacuated in ounces and suit- 
able for use for sterilising 
milk or as infants’ feeding 
bottles 6 a - 31% ree. bree. 
—— tants, viz. :— 
Camphenol 
Flectrical appliances, viz. 
vail-bonds, plastic (for en- 
suring continuous flow of 
clectricity at poe of tram- 
rails) ; 
Glass, oblong, plain or groun: d, 
with edges not rounded or 
ground, suited for cameras or 
printing-frames - - 322 Free. Free. 
* Glufex ” 70 | 30% ad val. 20% ad val. 
Lamp-wicks for W igham lamps, 
imported separately (c laimed 
as peculiar to har bour beacon- , 
lamps, but not so identifiable) | 
Pharmacopeia preparations, 


‘ 
oo ee te — ——- i 





270 ree. ree. 


L7G 30% ad ral, i) © jad val. 


0% ad val. a ad val. 


viz :— 
Tincture of cantharides 
Tincture of cantharidine } 19 | IS/- per gal.’ IS/- per gal. 


* Stopleaks ” (small ananen out- 
fits for pots, ete.) .. vial 178 | 30°, ad val. | 20°, ad val. 
Yarns, knitting, of F wilt os 295 Free. Free. 





‘Note.—A ‘‘primage duty’? of 1 per cent. ad valorem is 
levied on ail the above goods in accordance with the ‘Finance 
Act, 1915.” This duty is payable on importation, and is 
levied irrespective of whether the goods are otherwise liable 
to duty or not. | 





NIGERIA. 





DEFINITION OF TRADE POWDER. 
The ‘Nigeria Government Gazette’? of 2lst November, 
1918 


defines the terms ‘‘common gunpowder” or ‘‘trade powder.”’ 


, contains copy of Government Notice No. 179, which 
The notice states that whereas under the Arms Ordinance, 
1917, facilities are provided for importation and dealing in 
common Gunpowder, known as trade powder, which do not 
exist in the case cf ammunition. And whereas the granting 
of such facilities arises out of the agreement known as the 
General Act of the Brussels Conference, held in i890. 
Importers and others are, therefore, notified that tor the 


purposes of the Arins Ordinance, 1917, ‘‘common gunpowder”’ 


ad995 Mixed ribbons,i.e., warp all silk and 
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or “‘trade powder”? means large grain black powder similar 
to and not of appreciably better quality than that commonly 
known as trade tiger r, at the date of the coming into force 


of the General Act of the Brussels Conference, viz.. April, 
IS92. 





FOREIGN. 
BRAZIL. 








TARIFF MODIFICATIONS. 
The Board of Trade are in receipt, through 
the Foreign Oifice, of telegraphic information frem H.M. 
Minister at Rio de Janeiro to the effect that the Brazilian 
Budget Law for 1919 makes provisions for the following 
alterations (among others) of the Customs Tariff of Brazil : — 





' 
I ormer New Rate 
ry *4y . ° 
Tarif} Articles. Rate of | of 
— ' 
No. Duty. | Duty. 
EE ee — nena ‘eon sip 
Reis } Res 


Per Kilog| Per Kilog. 

(45 Faience, porcelain, ete. | 

Apparatus and pieces of any form or 

make not specially mentioned in 
the Tariff : 

No. 1 (white faience [pé de 

pedra franca) ) in sie 200 Lao 

No. 2 (granite <vare).. - 250U | 200 

No. 3 (faience or granite ware : 

with fillets, edges, or borders 

of any colour; painted or 

printed ; copper coloured | 

and the like; enamelled ; | 

black faience of all kinds ; 

Japan china and the like ; 

faicnce or granite ware with 





gilding) a a i 300 1 400 
No. 4 (white porcelain [per- 
cellana franca| ) an GOO 100) 
No. 5 (white porce Jain with , 





gilding ; painted, printed or 


enamelled, even with gilding) | 1,200 | Isto 

1,054 Dolls and tovs of any material : 
With mechanism or steam motor 1,800 | 6,000 
Not sfecially mentioned .. oN 1 ,o00 5,000 


O86 Ribbons, of whatever texture, of pure 
sulk, animal or vegetable * | Dutiable as 

silk tissues. 

Du tiable as 


wejl of any other material, or vice silk ribbons 


versa .. - om - - with abate- 
| ment of 50 
per cont. 
995 Belting, machine : | 
Greased, of leather, for attaching | 
hammers to looms ; an 2007 | at ie 
adjOS Needles for machines destined for manu- 
facture of socks and knitted wares.. 4,000 | 16,060 


- Aluminium wire for electrical trans- 


(Dut iabletas 


mission - ry “2 ‘ —  jeopper-wire 
exl6Q Linseed oil: , 

Impure or coloured - ict 200 400 

Puriticed or uncoloured  .. ju GUO | HOO 

Boiled ‘i = nd il oU0 ty) 


* Ribbons of silk, pure or mixed with any other material, 30,000 
reis per Kilog (Tariff No. 586). 
{ Percentage duty increased from 15 to 50 per cent. 





FRANCE 





LICENCES FOR THE LMPORT OF BOOKS, ETC. 

With reference to the notice at pages 722-724 of the 
‘Board of Trade Journal” for the 5th December, respecting 
the procedure for obtaining licences for the importation into 
France of paper, cardboard, and wares thereof, the French. 
Customs Otlice in London has communicated to the Board 
ot Trade the following rulings on the subject which have 
been adopted by the Comité des Dérogations aux Prohibi- 
tions d’Entrée : — 

Books im foreign languages (languages other than French) 
or in dead languayes.—Licences will be issued direct by the 
French Customs Office in London (v.e., without reference to 
the Office National des Papiers in Paris), on application 
being made in the prescribed form. 





Q 


SEE TESTO TOT erore er, aes truer 
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Posters.—As regards posters no distinction is inade 


between those in the Fiench language and thos» in other 
longnages. Applications for licences are to be submitted to 
the Office National des Papiers. 

Memorandum Looks (agendas), alimanaes, notices (avis), 
block cals ndars (blocs). nautical almanacs (¢phemerides), 
etc. So far as concerns goods of this class which come within 
the category of “articles de bureaus,” licences will continue 
to be issued by the French Customs Office in London. On 
the ether hand for those which constitute ‘‘articies de 
publicite,” applications ter licences are to be submitted to 
the Office National des Papicrs. 

Norr.—l[t is understood that this last-mentioned rule 
applies to trade catalogues and price lists as being ‘articles 
di publieite.”?| 

Nel ool Text Books in | one neh .— Applications ior licences 
are to Fe submitted to the Office National des Paprers. 


FRENCH COLONIES. 


fhe ‘Journal Officiel” (Paris) for the 28th December 
contains a Presidential Decree, dated the 22nd December. 
in virtue of which the exportation and re-exportation of 
certain articles trom French Colonies and Protectorates, 
other than Tunis and Morocco, to destinations other than 
france and French Colonies and Protectorates, is prohibited. 

Tie list of goods so prohibited to be exported is identical 
with that contained in the Presidential Decree of the 15th 
October last (and notified at pp. 564-5 of the ‘‘Board of 
Trade Journai”’ for the 31st October), concerning prohibi- 
trons of export from Preance . 


WAPORT RESTRICTIONS RELANED. 

Tie ‘Journal Officiel’ (Paris) for the 17th December con- 
iains a Ministerial Decree, dated the 16th December, in 
virtue of which liquorice juice, with or without sugar, may 
be exported without special authorisation from French 
Colonies and Protectorates, other than Tunis and Morocco 
when consigned to the United Wingdom, Belgium, Italy, or 
extra-Kuropean countries. 


* 


—_——— 


ITALY. 





IMPORTS OF WHEAT AND OTHER CEREALS. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of intormation from H.M. Ambassador at Rome to 
the effect that the peried during which grain, flour, 
semolina, and rice may be imported into Italy free of Customs 


duty, has been extended to the 30th June, 1919. 


JAPAN, 





EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 

H.Af. Commercial Attaché at Yokohama reports that the 
Japanese “Official Gazette’? for the 6th November publishes 
an amendment to the Kegulations prohibiting the export of 
certain goods from Japan. 

In virtue oi this amendment, the expert from Japan and 
re-export trom bonded warehouses, of the tollowing articles, 
except under licences issued by the Minister of Agriculture 
and Commerce. is prohibited :—nitrate of soda, cyanide ot 
potash, evanide of soda. salts containing either cyanide of 


soda or cyanide of potash, and tinned iron or steel plates 


and sheets. 


Export licences will be valid for three months only : licences 
already issued, prior to this amendment, will be valid for 
three months trom the date of enforcement. which was the 
15th November. 

Note.—The erport of these articles was already 


prohibited. | 
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MOROCCO. 





VALUATION TARIFF (JAN. JUNE, 1919). 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of copy of a Tariff showing the valuations of the 
principal articles of merchandise imported into Morocco. 
These valuations form the basis on which duty is to be 
assessed by the Moorish Customs Administration during the 
first half of the current vear. 

The Tariff, in French; may be inspected by British traders 
interested, on application, at the Enquiry Ojfice ot the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 

Note.—Goods imporied into Morocco by sea are, with 
certain exceptions, subject to duty at the rate of LO per cent. 
ad valorem, and also to a special tax of 25 per cent. ad 
ralorem imposed as a temporary measure by Article 66 of 


the Algeciras Act. | 


NETHERLAND EAST INDIES. 





EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Otlice, of information from H.M. Consul-General at Batavia 
to the effect that, by an Ordinance dated the 5th November, 
and coming into force the following day, the prohibitions of 
export from the Netherland East Indies, except under 
licence, have been extended so as to cover the under- 
mentioned goods:—Wapok and cther fibres, kina bark, 
quinine, quinine salts, tin, tin ore, timber, tobacco, sugar, 
tea, pepper, cofiee, copra, mineral oil and its products, veget- 
able oils, off seeds, tanning materials, hides and skins, all 
hinds of rubber, manufactured and raw gutta percha, mnelud- 
ing jelutong and all other kinds of gulta. 


The products which are additions to the previous lists are 


princed above in italic type. 


SWEDEN. 





TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF CERTAIN 
CUSTOMS DUTLES CONTINUED. 

The Board of ‘Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, ot telegraphic information trom H.M. Charge 
d’ Affaires at Stockholm, to the effect that the suspension ot 
Customs duties on the undermentioned goods imported into 
sweden (which, in accordance with previous decrees, was to 
expire on the 3ist December last) has been protonged to the 
80th June next:—-Pork, bacon, etc. (55 and 56), lard (57); 
meat of fowls (58); other kinds of meat, not speciaily men- 
tioned (in the Tariff) and not classifiable as conserved meat, 
including edible offal (59); oleomargarine (61); cereals, not 
milled: rve, wheat and barley, also peas fit for human 
consumption (ez 4); flour of rve or wheat (¢4 79B); roots, 
edible, not specially mentioned (in che Tariff) without stalis, 
fresh (102); vegetables, not specially mentioned (in the 
Tariff}, fresh, salted, or dried, even with roots (118 to 122) 
cheese of all kinds (137); butter, natural and artificial 
lmiargarine| (138-9); dripping (140); fish roe in barrels (cv 
lit); sausages (146); fruit preserves /marmalade| (ev 164): 
condensed milk, with or without added sugar, imported 
otherwise than in hermetically sealed vessels (ex 1325). 

|Note.—The numbers in brackets indicate the paragraph 
of the Swedish Tariff under which the goods mentioned fall.| 
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EXPORT AND IMPORT SECTION. 








RELAXATION OF EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 





The Board ot Trade announce that the foilowing relaxa- 
tion of the existing prohibitions of export will be brought 
into force as from to-day. Further relaxations will be 
announced in subsequent issues of the ‘‘ Journal.” 

A. EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 

The following is a list of the articles affected and of the 
changes made in the nature of the prohibitions applicable to 
each. In explanation of the changes it should be noted that 
goods on List A are prohibited to all destinations, and goods 
on List B to all destinations outside the British Empire, 
while goods on List C are prohibited only to countries 
neighbouring enemy countries.* - 

1t will of course be understood that the existing position 
regarding trading with enemy countries is in no way affected 
by these modifications. 

‘[Notge.—Attention is called to the fact that by the 
Proclamation of the Ist October, 1918, all goods, whether 
mentioned by name or not (except printed matter and 
accompanied personal effects) are prohibited on List C.] 


HEADINGS TRANSFERRED FROM ONE LIST TO 


ANOTHER. 

Heading. Krom To 
Cobaltchrom and similiar alloys ............... A C 
Drawplates, jewelled tor drawing wire ...... b C 
POOR oc sivs cscs ccvdiverseseacessseeses: 5 C 
PEER.” Quins iphornincplvelartinisascvawsicewena b C 
NED diisiscic- suitdinnandarsaneiaeceresans B C 
Flax and linen, all goods wholly or 

partly manufactured of (except such 

as are already on List C) ...............65. A C 
Flax cordage and twine .................:.se0e- A 3 
Si cckcecanantianineidediinennisaesaes A C 
PO SID nssinsisnsinsasicnneverseas cosesssens A C 
Gums containing caoutchouc — ............6+ 5 C 
Hammers not otherwise specifically pro- 

ES ne errs epee neo ney aT 1; , 
idemp of all kinds (including Indian Hemp 

used in textile manufacture), Maguey 

Fibre and manufactures thereof except 

— k eerrrrrer rrr T Te aeakiaees A C 
Manganese and Manganese ore ............... K C 
Nickel, its ores and alloys .................0665 5 C 
I ni, nc cinsdiomageadadedeeiiiinibakssviaiinanneplnens 8 C 
NE ois seintbaniaanniuniieiensseeienhaaseuee b C 
Packing Cases, empty wooden, and their 

distinctive component parts, including 

box shvoks and staves, other than such 

wooden packing cases as have been 

previously imported full and are being 

returned empty whether whole or in 

IED siinindsedicd: <aninsssasasusaiacnseniaraser anes A CU 
Piatinum, alloys of platinum and manu- 

factures containing platinum ............ A C 
Resinous substances containing caoutchouc b C 
Revolution indicators suitable for air- 

IR ile tain Spednteesss, cumeninsinemnnmntntadnbers A C 
EE icinceanwantiivinnidtinn dt) ‘eeuedmeshnaniin B C 
NN iia: eine oiatireaiaiedehanenkaeneannaios B C 
SilicOm MANGANEHC ............0-ccccresrervseescees 15 C 
ND, siacpssvsincns-sovensetctovenevnssnannesins 5 C 
NL ss idinhilindsbusadunncesennvenarnosrrreremerene A C 
Thorium and its alloys ................ cahvaanipiva 5 C 
Titanium, titanium alloys and titanium 

I is iad uch inibeagpckeienks- iaaniommmunes A C 

A C 


Tungsten (except tungsten filaments for 
GROOETID WAMIDE) oon sc siccccecssccccessenssse ces A ( 
Tungsten ores (including ferberite bub- 





nerite, scheelite and wolframite) ...... B C 
NN, oo aicinudi Aiahbatinineniinlaeeieniadion A C 
re . 4 
PO ME an cssinin se sesesincssesitadessons A C 


‘ 


*All Destinations in European and Asiatic Russia and in 
other Foreign Countries in Kurope and on the Mediter- 
ranean, except France and French Possessions, Italy and 
Italian Possessions, Belgium, Portugal, Greece, Spain and 
Morocco, Palestine and Syria, as far north as a line from 
Alexandretta to Aleppo inclusive, and as far East as the 
Hejaz railway inclusive, and to all parts in any such foreign 
countries. 
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HEADINGS TO BE TRANSFERRED FROM.ONE LIST 
TO ANOTHER. 


CHEMICALS. 


Heading. Frou To 
Chromium acetate .......... oT Oe ee BR Cc 
ee } C 
Chromium nitrate .................... ehdiaeanad 5 C 
Hlydrogen peroxide ...................... ; i5 Cc 


Maiganese, peroxide of, and mixtures 


and preparations thereof .................. A C 
I Ce ss anew eadenundaws A C 
I I sinsicdcinncnseesvesecesceussdsseneencast A § 
Zirconium compounds — ...................0.05. A C 


HEADINGS ALTERED. 
Delete. Substitute. 

(A) Ammonia and its salts, (A) Ammonia, sulphate of, 
whether simple or com- and mixtures containing 
pound, and mixtures con- sulphate of ammonia. 
taining such salts (C) Ammonia and its salts 

not otherwise prohibited. 

(B) Chromium, compounds (B) Bichromate of Soda. 


of (except chromium ace- (C) Chromium compounds 
tate, chromium chlorate, und mixtures containing 


and chromium nitrate), 
and mixtures containing 
such compounds ct 
chromium. 

(A) Gall nuts and extracts (B) Gall nuts. 
thereof. (C) Extracts of Gall Nuts. 


such compounds, not other- 
wise prohibited. 


NOTE. 

Fhe prohibition on the export of the following articles is 
removed : — 

Notes of the United States Government and 
United States Bank notes to all destinations except 
the United States. 

Attention is called to the fact that the removal to List 
“C” of ‘Mixtures containing zinc sulphide’’ does not affect 
lithopone, which remains on List ‘‘A”’? under the heading 
“Zine Sulphide.’’ 

In the ‘Jeurnal’’ of 9th January, Carborundum, ctce., 
was notified as removed from List A to List C. This was 
incorrect. The removai is from List A to List B. 





IMPORT REGULATIONS IN ITALY. 

The following memorandum has been prepared in the 
European Section, Department of Overseas Trade : — 

On page 691 of the ‘* Journal ”’ of the 28th November, a 
notice was published on the subject of shipments to Italy. 
This notice terminated as follows :— 

‘‘ Before any application for shipment of private cargo is 
made, care should be taken to ascertain that the necessary 
permit has been granted to the consignee by the Italian 
Government.”’ 

H.M. Commercial Counsellor at Rome has now obtained 
from the Italian Government lists of the articles for which 
i:nport permits are required, which are as follows :— 

1. List or ARTICLES FROM UniTED KINGDOM FOR WHICH AN 

Imeort PERMIT Is REQUIRED. 


Wine in bottles. 

Brandy and liqueurs. 

Chocolates and sweets (confectionery). 

Vanilla. 

Manufactured tobacco. 

Perfumery (except scented soaps). 

Woollen carpets. 

furniture and frames. , 

Printed matter (of the nature of engravings), not in- 
cluding books, illustrated post cards, newspapers, 
periodicals, and sensitised postcards for photo- 
graphy. 

Manufactured furs, except made up furs. 

Goldsmith’s wares and gold and silver plate. 

Silversmith’s wares and gilt and silvered articles. 

Jewellery, real and imitation. 

Gold watches. 

Motor cars, except chassis. 

Cycles. 

Precious stones, except these for industrial purposes. 

Mirrors and other manufactures of glass and crystal, 
except photographic plates. 

Feathers, ornamental. 

Hair, made up. 


Toys. 

Small wares (‘‘mercerie’’?’ which can be classed as 
luxuries). 

Fans. 


Musical instruments. 





| 
| 
| 
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Women’s hats, trimmed. 
Artificial flowers. 

Note: This is practically the saine list as published on 
page 754 of the ‘* Jeurnal”’ of 2Uth June, 1918.) 

for these articles, after an ‘import permit has been 
obtained, no other steps are required with the Italian 
authorities where provision has been made for tonnage and 
for obtaining a foreign draft from the National Institute ot 
Kxchange. 

Once the import permit has been eranted, the fact that 
the dratt has not yet been obtained, as in the case where 
long credit is given, is not any objection to the despatch ot 
the coods, 

2. List or Goops THE IMPpoRT OF WHICH IS RESERVED TO 

THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT. 
Ministry of Supplies and Consuimption— 

Olive Oil, Coffee, Wheat, or other alimentary cereals 
and flours. Oats and Oat substitutes, Potatoes, Rice. 
Meat (frozen, salted or tinned), Condensed Milk, Sugar, 
Salmon, Tunny Fish in oil, Lard. 

Ministry of Arms and Munitions. 

Benzol and Toluol, Vegetable and Animal Tallow. 
Pieric Acid, Caustic Soda, Carbonate of Sodium anid 
other Carbonates, Jute, Nitrates of Sodium = and 
Potassium, Nitrate of Ammonia, Glycerine, Acetate ot 
Lime and Acetone, Alcohol, Naphthaline, Cotton Wool, 
Cotton Waste, tron, Pig Iron, Steel Ingots (excluding 
scrap iron and steel), Laminated iron or steel, drawn 
wire of iron or steel, Nickel, Tin, Lead, Copper, Anti- 
mony, Zinc, Aluminium and Alloys. 

Ministry of Finance— 
- Tobacco and Saccharine. 
Ministry of War— 

Hides, Horses, and Mules. 

Ministry of Commerce, Industry and Labour— 

Wool. 

[Notr.-—This list was published on page 4t0 of the 
‘Journal’? of Leth October. Subsequently goods made ot 
iron, steel and cast iron were removed from it, as mentioned 
on page 612 of the ‘* Journal”? of 14th November. | 

Kor these goods an import licence is required from the 
competent Ministry in the same way as for the items in 
List 1. They will not be admitted into Italy if consigned 
to private firms or individuals. 

The import of high-speed steel, tool steel and magneti« 
steel is controlled by the Italian Government under a special 
arrangement. 

lt should be remembered that the ‘*Institugo Nazionale per 
i cambio coll’ Estero’? (National Institute of Exchange) still 
controls all operations in foreign exchange, and thus, even 
in the case of goods for which no import licence is required, 
the Ttalian importer, betore entering into any liabilities 
abroad, must apply at once in every case to the Institute 
for the necessary drait to pay tor the goods required. 

lt is hoped that the foregoing will clear up the doubts 
which have arisen in the minds of British exporters and 
shipping companies as to the interpretation of the various 
regulations already published. 

BENPORTS OF WOOL AND WOOL TOPS, NOLLS. 
WASTES AND YARNS. 

The Director of the War Trade Departinent announces that 
he is prepzred to consider applications for licences to export 
1G ap pros ed consignees _— 

{a) Wool and Wool Tops, Noils, and Wastes, which 
have been awaiting shipment as being the property 
of owners abroad tor at least six months. 

(b) Limited quantities of Yarn made wholly or 
partially of wool. 

Ato present it is not pessible to give consideration to 
applications tor consignments representing new orders for 
Yarn received from firms domiciled in certain countries for 
which large stocks of Yarn already paid for are held here, 
and jor which provision has been made under the arrange- 
ment notified in the ‘* Board of Trade Journal” of 19th 
December, page 792. 

Applications can only be considered, provided that there 
is no interference with the definite rationed quantities 
arranged with certain countries, and that they are supported 
by recommendations and guarantees issued by the appro- 
priate Associations, etc., in the countries of destination. 


EXPORT OF LEATHER AND TANNING 
MATERIALS. 


The Director of the War Trade Department announces 
that applications will now receive consideration, in approved 
cases, for licences to export the following goods : —. 
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(1) Upper leather produced trom East India Tanned, 
Home Panned, Vegetable or Pyrotanned Nips as 
tollows :— 

(a) Biack Bow sides. vegetabie. 
(b) Black Box sides, semichrome. 
(c) Black Printed sides. . 
(d) Black Box or Printed tip shoulders. 
(e) Black Box Kip Belhes. 
(2) Tanning materials as follows :— 
(a) Myrobalans, nuts and extract. 
(b) Mangrove Bark and Extract. 
(c) Siimosa Bark. 
(e) Cutch. 


GOODS DETAINED IN NORWAY. 

Arrangements have now been made for permitting the 
disposal in Norway or in Sweden of goods originally destined 
for Roumania, Russia, or Finland, and countries beyond, 
but detained in Norway while in transit. 

Owners of such goods who desire to avail themselves of 
these arrangements should send full instructions to their 
regular agent in Norway, or, if they have no regular agent, 
should communicate with the particular Trading Association 
in Norway which controls the importation of goods of the 
kind in which they are interested. Owners who are unaware 
of the particular Association by which their goods would be 
controlled may obtain the necessary information on written 
application to the Foreign Office. 

Where it is proposed to sell the goods in Sweden instead 
of in Norway, negotiations should be conducted through 
Messrs. A/B Transito, Stockholm, who will act as inter- 
mediaries between the Inter-Allied Trade Committee in 
Stockholm and the parties concerned. 

Owners are reminded that the conditions under which 
their goods were originally shipped preclude disposal except 
with the consent of His Majesty’s Government, and are 
hereby informed that such goods may only be disposed of 
under the above-mentioned arrangements and subject, in the 
ease of each sale, to the approval of the Inter-Allied Trade 
Committee at Christiania (and, where it is proposed to sell 
the goods in Sweden, of the Inter-Allied Trade Committee 
at Stockholm also). British owners should instruct their 
correspondents in Norway to obtain this approvai in every 
Case. 

GOODS DESTINED FOR HOLLAND, SWEDEN 
AND DENMARK. 


The Director of the War Trade Department announces 
that it has now been decided not to insist that goods destined 
tor Holland, Sweden and Denmark, shall be conveyed in 
vessels flying the tiag of the country of destination. Recent 
licences issued by this Department have not contained a 
stipulation to that efiect. There may, however, be some out- 
standing licences in which such a stipulation has been in- 
serted, Arrangements have accordingly been made with the 
Customs Authorities that such licences may be honoured 
irrespective of the nationality of the export vessel, and it 
is hoped that as many shipments as possible may now he 
mado in British vessels. 


EXPORT OF COTTON WASTE, YARN AND 


THREAD, ETC., TO HOLLAND AND DENMARK. 


The Director of the War Trade Department draws atten- 
tion to the notices published on pages 726 and 791 of the 
issues of the ‘** Board of Trade Journal ”’ of the 5th and 
iMth December, regarding export of the above classes of 
goods and makes the following announcement :— 

HOLLAND. 


As regards Cotton Yarn and Thread, Cotton Piece-Goods, 
and Cotton Manufactures, ali exporters have been requested 
to notify this Department of all goods which are now ready 
for immediate shipment and which are covered by ajpplica- 
tions already accepted by the War Trade Department. 
Particulars of such goods have been furnished to the Nether- 
lands Oversea Trust te assist them in issuing fresh certifi- 
cates. In some cases the Trust will notify this Department 
direct of the issue of tresh certificates, and in those cases 
applications will receive immediate consideration. In other 
cases the certificates may possibly be issued direct to the 
ccnsignees for transmission to the consignors. When such 
certificates dated on or after the 18th December, 1918, are 
received, exporters should at once transmit them to the War 
Trade Department with a letter quoting the number of the 
previous application to which that certificate relates. 
Should the certificate not be in respect of the identical goods 
for which the previous application was made, a fresh applica- 
tion should be made, but care should be taken to draw 
attention in the fresh application to the number end date of 
the original application. 
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Should exporters of goods now ready for shipinent ex- 
perience delay in receiving a decision, they should communi- 
‘ate with the Dutch consignees, who should be instructed to 
bring the matter before the Netherlands Oversea Trust. 

Fresh applications will now be accepted by the War 7 rade 
Department provided they are accompanied by, a N.O.T. 
certificate dated on or after the 18th December, 1918. 

As regards Cotton Waste, applications will be considered 
if they are accompanied by N.O.T. certificates dated on or 
after 12th January, 1919. 

DENMARK. 

As regards Cotton Yarn and Thread, Cotion Piece Goods, 
and Cotton Manufactures, applications for licences may be 
submitted to the War Trade Department if accompanied by 
a certificate of guarantee from one ot the approved Danish 
Associations dated prior to Ist July, 1918. 

As regards Cotton Waste, applications for licences accom- 
panied by a certificate of guarantee from one of the approved 
Danish Associations may be submitted without regard to the 
date of the certificate. 





EXPORT OF GOODS TO GREECE. 

The Director of the War Trade Department announces 
that recommendations from the British Minister at Athens 
will no longer be required as a condition of the issue of 
licences for the export ol goods to Greece. 





APPROVED CONSIGNEES IN CHINA AND SIAM. 
The following correction is notified, under date 14th 
January, 1n the list of persons and bodies of persons to whom 
articles to be exported to China may be consigned : — 
Henderson, J. and Co., Peking, 
should read 
Henderson, J. and Co., Peking and Tientsin. 

The following name is added to the list of persons and 
bodies of persons to whom articles to be exporte1 to Siam 
may be consigned :— 

Jackson, Thomas Lee, Bangkok. 


FURSKINS AND SCOTTISH PARAFFIN WAN. 
The Director of the War Trade Department announces 
that he is now in a position to grant licences for the export 
of reasonable quantities of the following goods. Hxporters 
are at liberty to renew attention by letter to outstanding 
applications which have hitherto been refused, or they may 

make new applications : — 

furskins to Norway.—Provided the usual guarantees 
against re-export are produced. 
Scottish paraffin wax.—Under |20 deg. F. melting point 

to all non-enemy destinations. 


EXPORT OF PORTUGUESE SARDINES. 

The Director of the War Trade Department announces that 
he is prepared to consider favourably any application which 
may be made for the export of Tinported Portuguese Sardines 
to approved destinations. 











OPEN GENERAL LICENCE FOR EXPORT OF 
ROLLING STOCK, ETC., FOR CERTAIN 
COUNTRIES. 

The Director of the War Trade Department announces that 
an open general licence has been issued permitting the ex- 
portation of railway carriages, locomotives, and wagons and 
their component parts to all destinations except destinations 
in Muropean or Asiatic Russia, and in other foreign coun- 
tries in Kurope or on the Mediterranean Sea other than 
France and French Possessions, Italy, and _ Italian 
Possessions, Belgium, Portugal, Spain, Greece, Morocco, 
Palestine and Syria, as far north as a line from Alexandretta 
to Aleppo inclusive, and as far east as the Hejaz Railway 

inclusive. 





RECONSTRUCTION SECTION. 


THE ICELANDIC WOOL AND TOPS PERMIT, 
1919. 

The War Office (Wool Section) have issued the Icelandic 
Wool and Tops Permit, 1919, as follows :— 

Whereas by the Wool and Tops (Dealings) Order, 1917, as 
amended by the Wool and Tops (Dealings) (Amendment) 
Order, 1917, the Army Council regulated upon certain con- 
ditions dealings in Icelandic Wool and in Tops produced 
therefrom : 

And whereas it is expedient that Wool and Tops of tho 
description aforesaid should be dealt in without further 
restriction : 
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Now, therefore, in pursuance ot the powers conferred upon 
them by the Defence of the Realm Regulations the Army 


Council hereby give notice as tollows :— 


1. Notwithstanding anything in the Wool and Tops (Deal- 
ings) Order, 1917, and the Wool and Tops (Dealings) 
(Amendment) Order, 1917, dealings in Icelandic Wool and in 
Tops produced therefrom are authorised and permitted with- 
Gout restriction. 

2. This Order may be cited as the Icelandic Wool and 
Tops Permit, 1919. 

MODIFICATION OF BISMUTIL ORDER, 1918. 

The Minister of Munitions has issued an Order, dated 10th 
January, which modifies the Bismuth Order, 1918. The 
obligations contained in Clause 2 (5) of the original Order 
are removed, so that it is no longer necessary for those who, 
in any manufacture, use Bismuth metal or any alloy thereof 
to make to the Controller on the first day of every calendar 
month a return showing the quantity ot Bismuth metal er 
any alloy thereof received by him from the producer, the 
quantity consumed by him in such manufacture during the 
preceding month, and the stock in hand at the end of the 
said month. It is further provided that no return is 
required from any person whose total stock in hand and not 
intended to be used in connection with the manufacture or 
alluy of steel or cther metal does not exceed in the case 
of Bismuth metal cr any alloy thereof, 56 lb. 

TRXT OF THE ORDER. 

Whereas the Minister of Munitions is desirous of modify- 
ing the Bismuth Order, 1918, made by him and dated the 
12th March, 1915, so as to remove the obligations contained 
in Clause 2 (5) thereof upon every person who in any manu- 
facture uses Bisrnuth Metal or any alloy thereof to make 
returns to the Controller of Non-Ferrous Material Supply as 
therein mentioned, and by enlarging the class of persons 
exempted by Clause 2 (6) from the necessity of making any 
returns : 

Now the Minister of Munitions hereby orders as follows : — 

1. On and after the 10th day of January, 1919, until 
further notice, the Bismuth Order, 1918, shall take effect as 
if— 

(a) Clause 2 (5) were omitted therefrom. 
(b) There were substituted for Clause 2 (6) the following : 
(6) Notwithstanding the above, no return is 
required from any person whose total stock in hand 
and not intended te be used in connection with the 
manuiacture or alloy of steel or other metal has not, 
during the period tor which a return wouid, but for 
this exception, have been required, exceeded, in the 
case ot Bismuth metal or any alloy thereof, 56 |b. 

2. This Order may be cited as The Bismuth (Amendment) 

Order, 1919. 





EKXPOKTS OF [RON AND STEEL GOODS. 
COLLECTION OF DRAWBACKS. 

We are asked by the Ministry ot Munitions to state that 
ail enquiries as to the rate of drawbacks to be paid on the 
export of iron and steel goods should be addressed to the 
Ministry of Munitions, and not to the Board of Customs 
and Excise. The address ot the Ministry is the Controller 
of Iron and Steel Production, Room 104, 8, Northumberland 
Avenue, S.W. 1. 





DEMOBILISATION SECTION, 
R.A.F. DEMOBILISATION IN FRANCE. 


The general scheme of demobilisation for the R.A.F. in 
France 1s the same fundamentally as that of the Army. 
‘The actual demobilisation is, of course, being carried out by 
H.Q., R.A.T., but after demobilisation, dispersal of personnel 
is through Army channels. Each officer or man on demobili- 
sation will be sent to the Military Dispersal Station in the 
United Kingdom nearest to his own home. 

The Priority scheme laid down by the War Office is being 
observed in the R.A.F. Before actual demobilisation began 
‘‘Demobilisers”’ and ‘‘Pivotal men’’ were sent home, or if not 
already sent are to go immediately. A certain number of 
R.A.I. units in France are, for the time being, to be main- 
tained on a war looting. The remainder of the units in the 
field will then become ‘‘Surplus Units.”’ 

Priority men are to be withdrawn from the ‘‘war footing”’ 
units, being replaced by non-priority men from ‘‘Surplus 
Units,”’ the latter thus acting as a reserve for the former 
units, until the necessary interchange of personnel has been 
effected. As soon as this has been completed the remaining 
personnel of the ‘‘Surplus Units’’ will be sent home. When 
all personnel has left the cadre of the unit, the cadre itself 
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will be sent home with all unit records, etc. These cadres 
will consist only of one or two officers, clerks, batmen, etc. 
fp certain cases ‘Surplus Units’? may be sent home as units. 
This, however, will in no way affect the course or priority 
of demobilisation of personnel in such units. 

Officers will be demobilised on the same principles as 
other ranks, no preference being given on the score of rank. 

“Surplus Squadrons’ will fly their machines to England 
to aeredromes specified by the Air Ministry. Observers will 
not go by air. In the case of two-seater machines, an air 
mechanic will accompany the pilot. 





DEPARTMENT : LONDON 
DISTRICT, 

The lfeadquarters ot the London District of the Appoiat- 
ments Department, Ministry of Labour, which district Coui- 
prises the counties of Kent, Surrey, Sussex, Middlesex, and 
the whole Metropolitan area of London, have been moved 
from Y9, Queen’s Gate, Kensington, to Horroy’s Hotel, 
Strand, London, W.C. 2 

All enquiries on the subject of opportunities tor training 

r appointment trom cfficers, ex-officers, and men of similar 
al ation and gualificaticns, residing in that area, should 
be directed to: The District Direc tor, Horrex’s Hotel 
Strand, London, as trom Monday, 13th January, 1919. 


APPOINTMENTS 





THE NUMBER DEMOBILISED. 
Since the date of the Armistice the following numbers 
have been discharged or demobilised : — 


Oflicers. Other Ranks. 


EE TEE ATID 8.390 281.644 
Discharged me dically unfit ... $7 998 


Dis scharged from Classes W.W. 
(T), P. & P. (T) of the 
all chee aancndes ip 144.351 
ee 8,390 163 993 
In the same period 2,180 women of the Q.M.A.A-C. and 
Women’s Legion have been demobilised. 


ORDERS CANCELLED. 
COTTON CUTTINGS. 


The Secretary ot the War Otiice announces under date of 
13th January, the cancellation of the Cotton Cuttings 
(Control) Notice, L917, by which the Army Council took 
possession of all cuttings, clippings and remnants trom 
cotton materials issued by the War Department te persons 
holding contracts for the making up of such materials, or 
produced in or about the performance of any War, Depart- 
ment contract. 

















FLAX YARNS (SHIPMENT FROM IRELAN})). 

The Secretary of the War Office under date of 13th 
January, forwards the tollowing for publication :— 

The Flax Control Board announce the cancellation of thie 
Flax Yarns (Shipment from Ireland) Order, 1918, and the 
Flax Yarns (Shipment from Ireland) Amendment Order, 
1918, by which the Board’s permit was required for the ship- 
ment of Flax Line or Tow Yarns both to and from Ireland. 


HOSIERY (RESTR 1c TIONS OF MANUFACTURE) 


ORDER. 


The Secretary of the War Office announces under date of 
13th January, the cancellation of the Hosiery (Restriction 
of Manufacture) Order, 1918, by which the permit of the 
Director of Wool Textile Production was required for the 
use by manufacturers of certain descriptions of hosiery 
machinery. 

The removal of this restriction does not release manu- 
facturers from their obligation to fulfil orders placed by the 
War Department. 





ELECTRICITY SUPPLY ORDER. 
The Minister of Munitions has revoked, as from 10th 
January, the Electricity (Restriction of New Suppiy) Order, 


1918, under which no person might, without a permit, supply, 


connect, or use any electricity in any building not so con- 
nected at the date of the Order. This revocation, however, 
will not affect the previous operation of the said Order or 
the validity of any action taken thereunder or the liability 
to any penalty or punishment in respect of any 


contravention or failure to comply with the said Order prior 


to such revocation or any proceeding or remedy in respect 


of such penalty or punishment. 
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ORDERS SUSPENDED. 
SILK WASTE AND NOILS 


The Minister of Munitions has aneunied irom 14th 
January until further notice, the operation of the Silk Waste 
er Nous (Returns) Order, 1916, which required that all 
persons engaged in the production, manufacture, purchase, 
sale, distribution, or storage of, or other dealings in Silk 
Waste of any kind, w hether raw or discharged, or Silk Noils, 
tv furnish partic wlars of such Silk Waste or Noils in their 
possession or under their control, and also particulars of 
their output, purchases and sales of Silk Waste or Noils. 








a ee - — 


FOOD SECTION. 


PLOUR AND BREAD PRICES. 

The Flour and Bread (Prices) Order, 1917, has been 
amended with the object ot bringing together in the Order 
itself the various purpeses which have trom time to time 
been determined by tie Food Controller to be ‘‘Precluded 
Purposes.”’ The whole of these are now clearly stated in 
the Order, and except under and in accordance with the 
terms of a licence granted by the Food Controller, no person 
may for these purposes either take delivery of or use, er 
mnmake delivery of any wheaten flour. | 

Ali persons wishing to take delivery of or use fiour tor any 
of these purposes must apply for a licence to the Ministry 
of cod, Flour and Bread Section, 4, Waterloo Place, 8.W. 1, 
2ziving the name of the miller factor, or dealer from whom 
they wish to purchase. Licences will be issued Upon paviment 
at the rate of 36s. per sack of 280 lb., and the exact amount 
must be forwarded with the application. These licences have 
to be handed to the nuller, factor, or dealer making delivery, 
and must be returned by them to the above-named address 
endorsed with partic uulars of deliveries made. All sellers of 
flour are warned that deliveries of flour (except under licence) 
may not be made if they believe or have reasonable grounds 
tor believing that it is required for a ‘precluded purpose.” 

[t should _m noted that all users of fiour for *‘precluded 
purposes’? must keep accurate records of— 

(a) The amount of flour used; 

(b) the purpose for which it is used; 
in ali the trades and businesses carried on by them, and such 
records must be produced for inspection on application. If 
Wheaten flour is required tor other purposes than humas 
food, a further licence to use is necessary under the Wheat, 
Rye and Rice (Restriction) Order, 1917 








LARLEY. 

The Food Controller has issued a General Licence 
authorising the sale of barley to, and the purchase of barley 
hy every person holding a licence under the Finance (1909-10) 
Act, L910, as a Distiller of Spirits, free from the restrictions 
contained in the Cereal (Restrictions) Order, 1918. 

This will enable all licensed distillers to purchase barley, 
but they will still have to obtain licences from the Ministry 
of Food to manufacture or purchase Malt. 





CA NNEI ) SALMON. 


lmportations of the Food Ministry’s purchases of Canned 
Salmon are new arriving in this country, and it is hoped in 
a few weeks’ time to be able to distribute these to the trade, 
when « further alteration in the Schedule prices ts 
contemplated. 


GENERAL SECTION. 


THE NON-FERROUS METAL INDUSTRY ACT, 
1918. 


TWENTY-SixtH List or LICENCES. 








Notice is hereby given, in accordance with Section 1, Sub- 
section 7, of the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act, 1918, and 
No. ll of the Statutory Rules and Orders No. 265 of 1918 
(Non-Ferrous Metal Industry), that Licences under the Non- 
lerreus Metal Industry Act have been granted by the Board 
ot Trade to the undermentioned companies, firms, or 
individuals : - 

Blackley, Tome and Co., 70, Wellington Street, Glasgow. 
Columbia Steel and Enginecring a, Ltd., 334-6, “Bank 

Chambers, 329, High Holborn, W.C. 

Dodd and Oulton, Ltd., 8, Stanley os Liverpool. 
Dunford and Elliott (Sheffield), Ltd., Chippingham Street, 

Attercliffe, Sheffield. 
f‘ekhout, A. A., trading as Eekhout and Co., $2, Gordon 

Street, Glasgow. 

— and Sons, J., Bush Lane House, Cannon Street, 

E.C. 4. 
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Ewart and Son, Ltd., 346-350, Euston Road, N.W. 

Falkirk Brass and Sanitary Engineering Co., Ltd., The, 
Ladysmill Works, Falkirk. 

Haddock, Parker and Co., 14, Chapel Street, Liverpool. 

Hay, J., trading as Hay and Co., Rochester Buildings, 138, 
Leadenhall Street, E.C. 3. 

Jones, M. L., trading as M. L. Jones and Co., Gorseinon, 
Glam. 

Jones, T. H., trading as T. H. Jones and Co., Albany 
Street, Newport, Mon. 

Kenyon Wiemann and Co., 18, Digbeth, Birmingham. 

Magnesium Metal Co., Ltd., The, 34a, Buckingham Palave 
Road, S.W. 1. 

Mainwaring, H., Charles Street Brass and Copper Works, 
Charles Street, Oxtord Road, Manchester. 

Miller Bros. (of Liverpool), Ltd., 21, Water 
Liverpool. 

Morgan, Grenfell and Co., 22, Old Broad Street, .C. 2. 

Morison, Pollexfen and Blair, Ltd., 90, Fenchurch Street, 
E.C. 3. 

Oakley, T., 88-90, Church Street, Luton, Bedtordshire. 

Rover Co., Ltd., The, Meteor Works, Coventry. 

Saxton. A. H., trading as Saxton and Co., New 
Ipswich. 

Soares, A. J., Hopetoun House, 5, Lloyd’s Avenue, E.C. 3. 

Sparrow and Co., W. A., 14, St. Mary Axe, E.C. 3. 

Worley, T., trading as Behr Bros., 21, Mincing Lane, 


E.C. 3. 


Street, 


Street, 





SALE OF HAY AND STRAW AND OF CHOPPED 
HAY AND STRAW IN ENGLAND AND WALES. 


The Army Council have issued an Order, dated 7th 
January, amending the Order of 20th August, 1918 (as 
amended on 7th October), regulating the price of hay and 
straw in England and Wales, which substitutes the following 
tor the amendment of 7th October, 1918:— 

“5. Distributors may charge for quantities not exceeding 
10 ewt. an additional sum of £1 6s. 8d. per ton, provided that 
where a would-be purchaser gives an order for a quantity 
exceeding 10 cwt. (such quantity being reasonable according 
to his normal requirements) and owing to a shortage of sup- 
plies, or other reason, the seller does not fulfil such order 
in one delivery, then the price shall not exceed that laid 
down in Schedule 3, paragraphs 2 and 4 hereof, excepting 
that the seller may charge in addition to the price laid down 
in Schedule 3, paragraphs 2 and 4 aforesaid, the actual cost 
of delivery tor each delivery after the first until the full 
amount of the purchaser’s order has been fulfilled; in all 
such cases an invoice or bill in respect thereof must be 
delivered to the purchaser indicating the charges made for 
delivery as separate items from the price of the goods 
delivered. 

“6. (a) No distributor who has purchased trom another 
distributor, such other distributor being entitled to and 
having charged the Gs. per ton authorised by paragraph 3 
(a) hereof, may charge the said 6s. per ton in respect of 
quantities exceeding 1) ewt., but not exceeding 20 ewt. of 
hay or straw, or chopped hay or straw sold unless he shall 
have obtained a permit so to do. 

‘ (b) Application for such permit must be made to the 
County Distributing (Yorage) Committee of the county in 
which the business premises of the applicant are situated. 
When the applicant has more than one business in the same 
county a separate permit must be obtained tor each business. 

‘“(c) The applicant must preduce all books of account to 
the County Distributing (Forage) Committee concerned and 
give all information required. 

‘“(d) Every permit so chtained must be placed in a con- 
spicuous place in the business premises of the holder thereof 
and must be produced by him whenever required by persons 
duly authcrised to demand the same or by customers. 

‘“(e) In no case may a distributor charge the 6s. per ton 
authorised by paragraph 3 (a) hereot in addition to the 
£1 6s. 8d. per ton authorised by paragraph 5 hereof.” 





FOREIGN COINS (IMPORTATION PROHIBITION) 


The following Proclamation has been issued prohibiting 
the Importation into the United Kingdom of all Foreign 
Coins other than Gold and Silver Coins :— 

Whereas by Section 2 of the Customs Amendment Act, 
1886, We are empowered from time to time to make, and 
When made to revoke, a Proclamation prohibiting the im- 
portation into Our United Kingdom of such coins coined in 
a foreign country as are in that behalf specified in such 
Proclamation : 

And Whereas by Cur Proclamation made the thirtieth 
day of March, One thousand nine hundred and seventeen, 
We did prohibit, subject as therein provided, the importa- 
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tion into GUur United Kingdom of all coins coined in any 
foreign country other than gold or silver coins: 

And Whereas it is expedient that Our said Proclamation 
should be revoked, and that the importation into the United 
Kingdom of such coins coined in a foreign country as are 
hereinafter specified should be prohibited: 

Now, therefore, We, by and with the advice of Our Privy 
Council, in pursuance of the said Act and of all other powers 
enabling Us in that behalf, do hereby proclaim, direct and 
ordain as follows: 

1. All coins coined in any foreign country other than gold 
or silver coins are prohibited to be imported into Our United 
ixingdom. 

2. Our said Proclamation of the thirtieth day of March, 
One thousand nine hundred and seventeen, is hereby revoked. 

3. This Proclamation shall not affect the provisions of 
the Prohibition of Import (Consolidation and Amendment) 
Proclamation, 1917. 

4. This Proclamation may be cited as ‘‘The Foreign Coins 
(Importation Prohibition) Proclamation, 1919,’? and shall 
come into operation on the Fourteenth day of January, 1919. 








ENEMY BUSINESS TO BE WOUND UP. 


An Order has been made by the Board of Trade requiring 


‘ the undermentioned business to be wound up:— 


962. Sichel and Co., 17 and 18, Great Tower Street, London, 
E.C.3, wine shippers, successors of the late partnership 
firr: of Sichel and Co., 17 and 18, Great Tower Street, 
London, E.G. 3, wine shippers. Controller: Geoffrey 
Bostock, 21, lronmonger Lane, London, E.C, 2. 6th 
January, 1919. 





NORTHERN RUSSIAN NOTE ISSUE. 

The Secretary to the Treasury annoynces under date of 
13th January, that the London Clearing Banks (including 
Barclay’s Bank, who are the agents in London of ihe 
Conversion Office of the Northern Russian Provisional 
Government), are prepared to collect rouble notes issued by 
the Conversion Office of Northern Russia at the rate of 40 
roubles to the poand sterling. 


ett 
~~ 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL PUBLICATIONS 
RECEIVED. 








The following is a list of the more important Articles on 
Trade subjects contained in the Foreign and Colonial Pub- 
lications recently received and filed for reference at the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelli- 
gence), and which are available for inspection at the Offices 
of the Department, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2:— 


COLONIAL 
Commercial, Financial, and Economic. 

Canada: Annual Report of the Department of Trade and Commerce for 

; the years ending 3lst March, 1917-18. 

New Seuth Wales: Public Accounts Prepared by the Treasurer for the 
financial year ended 30th June, 1918. And the Report of the Auditor 
General. 

Nigeria: Nigerian Railway. 
Appendices). 

Metals, Mining, Machinery. 

Commerce and Gold Production. 

“The South African Mining Journal and Engineering Record,” 2lst 
September, 1918. : r 
Hardware Trade and Motor Accessories. 
‘“* Australasian Hardware and Machinery.” Vol. XXXIII. No. 11. 
Ist October, 1918. 
Chemicals. 
Analysis of Sulphate Acid. 
“Pulp and Paper Magazine of Canada,’’ 21st November, 1918. 

Poison Gases used in Chemical Warfare. 

‘*The Chemist and Druggist and Pharmacist of Australasia.”’ Vol. 
XXXIII. No. 9. Ist August, 1918. 


FOREIGN. 
Commercial, Financial, and Economic. 
Alsace-Lorraine—Industrial Report. 
‘*Le Bulletin des Halles’’ (Paris), 12th December, 1918. 
Brazil: Financial Situation of the Municipality of Sao Paulo. 
“Le Messager de Sao Paulo,” 2ist September, 1918. : 
Japan: The Eighteenth Financial and Economie Annual of Japan, 1918. 
Mexico: Development of Industry. 
“* Boletin de Industrias ” (Mexico City), July, 1918. 
Spain: Produce Quotations at Barcelona. 
“Vida Financiero”’ (Madrid), 30th October, 1918. 
Chemicals and Oils. 
Petrol in Alsace. 
**Le Bulletin des Halles’ (Paris), 13th December, 1918. 
Agriculture, Dairy, and Forest Products. 
Carhonate of Soda in Vine Cultivation. 
“Le Bulletin des Halles” (Paris), 23rd December, 1918. 
Cultivation of Tobacco in Tunis. 
‘*Le Bulletin des Halles ” (Paris), 12th December, 1918. 
Forest Cultivation. 
“Le Bulletin des Halles ”’ (Paris), 30th November, 1918. 
The Priee of Straw and Fodder. 
“Le Bulletin des Halles” (Paris), 13th December. 1918. 
Textile and Textile Materials. 
Cotton Cultivation in Spain. 
“Boletin de Agricultura Teenica y 
Octoher, 1918. 


Administrative Report for year 1917 (with 


Economica” (Madrid), 30th 





THE BOAKD OF 


Commercial Returns. 


COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and 
Exported at the Various Ports ot the United Kingdom 


during the week and 2 weeks ended 9th January, 1919: 


Week 2 Weeks Week |2 Weeks 
ended ended ended ended 
%b Jan., %th Jan., 9th Jan,| 9th Jan., 


191°). 1919, 1919, gid) 


IMPORTS. Exports 


Bales. Bales. Bales. Bales. 
American .. 63,526 180,559 —_ 
Brazilian ; , 235 235 
East Indian ‘ ' — __ 
Egyptian » 16,607 32,299 — 
Miscellaneous. .. 2,007 11,334* 





Total - .. 82,425 924.427 


> 


* Including 145 bales Foreign East African. 
Note.—A correction received from Manchester shows that the number 


ae « oe. ae 
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19th of December last was 26,058, instead of 70.552, as shown in the 
original return for that week 
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COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 


December, and January—December. 

Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and 
Exported, Forwarded from Ports to Inland Towns, 
and Returned to Ports during the month and twelve 
months ended 3lst December,1918, compared with the corres- 
ponding periods of 1917. 


Eead 
em 





Twelve montis 


Month cf December. 
ended December. 


1917. 1918. 1917. 191s. 





IMPORTS. 


American .. .. 160,559 323,603 239) - 
Brazilian : ~~ 3,067 att 30, 5 
East Indian i 39,563 a 1562! 
Egyptian .. Tr 39,507 | 35,403 310 37: 
Miscellaneous - 17, 167 39 204% 


fj = «Yi 111,985 
8,989 
109,696 
930,97 
176,246 f 
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Total -» 255,863 | 423,215 3,084,068 2,937,573 





EXPorts. 


American 
Brazilian 
East Indian 
Egyptian 


Miscellaneous 





Total - 2: 168,217 
FORWARDED from Ports to INLAND Towns. 


America .. .. 177,479 126,424 2,245,875 1,799,946 
Brazilian .. o ,710 1,540 39,833 39 249 
East Indian - O75 1,329 54,619 57,865 
Egyptian " 7 15,12 28,477 i96,170 393,521 
Miscellaneous - 9 893 3,908 120,431 94,038 








Total .. 209,853 161,078 | 2,656,928 2,384 619 


FoRWARDED from LuLAND towns t to Ports. 


American .. al 73 D 4 652 
Brazilian — 
East Indian 

Egyptian .. “ | 59 
Miscellaneous - 2,094 





Total oe 976 6,805 
*Including 79 bales British West Indian, and 204 halese British West 
Atrican., 
+ Including 6,191 bales British We-t Indian, 2,504 bales British West 
African. 12.488 bales British East African, and 3.800 bales Foreign East 
African 


of bales of American Cotton — importe. 1 there during in week endine the. 
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COMMERCIAL RETURNS—conitinued. 





CORN PRICES. 

Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per 
quarter of 8 bushel Imperial Measure,* as received trom 
the Inspectors ot Corn Returns in the week ended 11th 
January. 1919, and corresponding weeks of the seven 
previous vears, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882, 


Average Price. 
Bark Df 


i 8. 
Week ended Llth January, 1919 62 
Corresponding week in— 

191 33 _ 20 


1913 2 6 , 19 
1914 26 ' 18 
1915 30 37 
1916 48 6 3! 
1917 65 7 47 
1918 58 2 46 


LISS 
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*Section s of the Corn Returns Act, 18sz, provides that where returns 
of purchases of British Corn are made to the local Inspector of Corn 
Returns in any other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or 
by a weighed measure, that officer shall convert such returns into the 
Imperial Bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed measure the con- 
version is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial pounds for every Bushel 
of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of bariey, and thirty-nine 
Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


BANKRUPTCY RETURNS.—ENGLAND AND 
WALES. 
Number of Receiving Orders and Administration Orders (Deceased 
Debtors’ Estates) gazetted in the undermentioned Principal Trades 
and Occupations during the periods indicated :— 


December. Months ended 
December. 


| 
Twelve 





| 
| 


1917. 1918. 1917. - 1918. 








No. No. No. | No. 
Total gazetted ee .- 66 | 45 1,108 | 649 
Number gazetted in principal trades | | 
and occupations :— 
Clothiers, outfitters, ete. 
Drapers, “haberdashers, &ec. 
Engineers, civil 
Engineers and founders 
Farmers and graziers 
Greengrocers, fruiterers, etc. 
Grocers .. 
Merchants, general ’ 
Milliners, dressmakers, ete. 
Tailors 
Traveilers, c omme cial, e ete. 





NOTICE. 





Tie price of the “Board of Trade Journal’’ is 6d. (62d. 
post free.) Annual subseription (post free) 27s. 6d. in the 
United Kingdom. Overseas subscription 31s. 6d. per annum, 


i 


post free. 
The Editorial Offices are at 78. Basinghall Street, London, 
E.2. All editorial communications should be addressed 


» “The Editor.”’ 


The Puhlishe Ss (fo ihe ye should he addressed all communi- 
cations hice neng subscriptions and sales) ave H.M. 
Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 


W .C. 2 ‘) byaat ches t(xy@¢ (lowe 2B 














